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your path. let him grab you, it said, and lift 
you up face to face. Then spit in his eye! He 
will run away from you fast. 

Well, my life is such that I do not anticipate 
meeting a hungry python in a Brazil jungle, 
nor a 10-foot bear in the Canadian wilds. Yet, 
somehow I feel I am confronting something 
like these in my everyday life. I have to sit 
patiently in many a meeting while the hungry 
pythons swallow my foot, trying not to strug­
gle until just the proper moment. I become 

angrier and angrier as the military mov~ 
further into the domination of civilian polic-. 
in our government. That hungry python is a!. 
ready up around the nation's chest as it swal. 
lows up 1\vo-thirds of our tax resources. Soa11 
it will crush all the life there is left. 

I live in a society w here television and t!)~ 
movies seem dominated by sex and violenc~ 
and " they" keep telling me that this is "hat 
our people want. May be that python lias 
made land-Jonahs out of all o f us already. And 
I lose my coo l early in confronting those irat~ 
citizens whose racial feeling of superioril:l 
have produced continuing hatred and conflict 
in my community and my nation. 

So I guess I just have to pray harder io: 
coolness, calmness and patience. The big 
problem is that the plagued python is almost 
to my knee already, and I forgot to bring 
along my knife! 

A MINISTERIAL colleague, Dr. C.A. Mc­
Clain, Jr., reports that he was handed re­

cently a fascinating letter f rom two U.C. l.A. 
Peace Corpsmen serving in Brazil. The ending 
of the letter was a real grabber. " Before clos­
ing you might be interested in reading some 
instructions we received in case of attack by a 
hungry python : ' Remember not to run away, 
the python can run faster, the thing to do is to 
lie flat on the ground on your back with your 
feet together, arms at your side, head well 
down. The python will then try to push its 
head under you, experimenting at every pos­
sible point. Keep calm (that was under­
scored). You must let him swallow your foot. 
It is quite painless and it will take a long time. 
If you lose your head and struggle, he will 
quickly whip his coils around you . If you keep 
calm and still , he will go on swallowing. Wait 
patiently until he has swallowed up to about 
your knee. Then carefully take out your knife 
and insert it into the d istended side of his 
mount and with a quick rip, slit him up'." 

Annihilation or Reconciliation 
By A. E. Dean 

Manistique, Michigan 

I don' t know about you, but just writing 
those words on my typewriter got me so weak 
I had to take time off for a coffee-break ! ! The 
w hole idea of playing footsie with a 
300-pound, 60-foot snake in some far-off 
jungle, is not my kind of favorite outdoor 
sport . Particularly if he is hungry. There are so 
many different stages in that process at which 
I would lose my cool, that I probably would 
try running frantically in every d irection upon 
sight of the hungry monster. 

It reminds me of those instructions of how 
to deal with a 10-foot bear if he springs up in 

I N THE June, 1974, issue of Reader's Di­
gest, in the article titled " Are UFO's fo r 

Real?," the author, Ralph Blum, said, " Most 
scientists agree that our sun is middle-aged 
compared to some second- and third- genera­
tion stars, and that there could be beings in 
many places in the galaxy whose science and 
technology is far more advanced than ours." 

Such a theory is of little concern to the true 
Christian. Without dwelling further on Mr. 
Blum's theory, our concern should be the ad­
vancement of our own so-called civilized 
world. Despite our great technological ad­
vances since we became a nation, our prog­
ress in civilization is not keeping pace with 
our technology. 

Civilization means the cooperative use o f 
culture and refinement, w hile the majority of 
the nations are conce rned with military 
power. This is the direct result of greed for 

power and possessions, which is contrary to 
our Ch ristian teachings of not coveting. 

In truth, Christianity is the backbone of ti'\Je 
civilization. However, Satan, the god of this 
world, has a death grip on the throat of t i-t~ 
so-called civilized world. We cannot, in gOod 
conscience, point our finger at the atheb tu::­
nations as being the source of all the world~ 
ills. 

Self-examination reveals shortcomings rn 
our own society which contribute immeasur. 
ably to the global chaos we are witnessing 
today. Corruption and greed is e\rd~nt 
among those we have elected to pilot our n.}. 
tion. Though we have chosen knowledgeable 
people , we are forced to admit that kno,,. 
ledge is not always wisdom. We have kno,,, 
ledgeable laws and courts, yet crime is ra111. 
pant in our society. 

God has g raciously provided resourc~, 
enough for the w hole world to live in aft luent 
luxury, yet mankind has chosen oppo>rh~ 
over cooperation. 

All foreign ambassadors, instead o f seel..rn, 
agreements on equal fire power, should ~ 
explaining the advantages that would be ~t­
tained if all the money spent for the miln~l\ 
was put into the development of enterpr '-e.. 
w hich would benefit every citizen. In 
doing we would be defeating Satan b) appl, 
ing wisdom and creating an affluent socoe1\ 
for all mankind. 

Police and courts w ithin each societ) \\0\J · 

still be necessary because of a few people t~t 
affluence would not satisfy, but the world " 

.j: general would be more truly civi lized. 

TOO WEAK TO MOVE 
SOMALI REPUBLIC - Suffering from dehydration, a child is too weak to move at a refugee 
camp in drought-stricken Somali Republic. More than half of the northeast Afrie<~n nation is 
currentJy devastated by drought. Uvestock have died and some 200,000 people have been 
driven into relief camps. A large number of children are already in critical condition when they 
arrive at the camps. Many have been so dehydrated by diarrhea that their bodies are little more 
than skeletons and their stomachs are so shriveled that they cannot take solid food. -rns 

photo. 
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God still offers u s a choice of armament­
and eventual annihilation o r cultivation ana 
eventual reconciliation with our Creator. 1 

Our Cover 
The art work is one of the ~ny e\• 

cellent posters created by the Abbe) 
Press of St. Meinrad, Indiana 475-:-. 
Their ministry through art Is beautiful!\ 
portrayed in their religious cards, gift,, 
and wall hangings. A catalog e<~n be or­
dered from the above address. The 
cover has been reprinted with permi,. 
sion. 
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More and more people are finding retire­
ment to be a normal fact of life. However, 
for many it is an adjustment that is not 
made easily . . Here a leading United 
Methodist minister, who has been retired 
for a year, offers some helpful advice. 

Before and 

After the 

Fact of R etirement 

IN OUR SOCIETY we !l ive great atten­
lJ(Jn to preparat ion fo r the " productive" 
years of life, and very l ittle attention to 
thP "after-product ive" years of retire­
mPnt . 

In fact, these latter years are of 
ncreasing importance fo r all o f us. With 
w l1er retirement schedules, and lo nger 
life expectancy, these years may make 
yp a s1gnlficant portion of our t otal life 
!pan The potent ial of retirement years 
ffJf ennchment , personal fulfi llm ent , and 
pr(Jductive services to others is great - if 
M! are prepared to make the adjustment 

JUliE 5, 1975 

By Dr. Wendell C. Bassett 

required and to seize the new opportuni­
ties. 

It is a " fact of l ife. " the o lder we 
become the less adaptable we are to th~ 
changing t imes. For older persons to be 
forced into a particular pattern of l iving 
without consultat ion and their consent is 
a tragedy . 

There are many reasons why majo r 
changes become d ifficult and sometimes 
imposs ib le: 

-We have become weary from t he 
risks invo lved in m ajor adjust ments d u.e 
to a competit ive status society. Th1s 
prob lem is exper ienced throughout m id­
dle l i fe . 

- A fter retirement there is always the 
problem of physical health. Changes m ay 
be gradual or very sudden. Be sure, they 
w ill come. 

-When salary income and other 
resources have been cut in half and the 
heart yearns for a continuation o f an 
active life, unchanged f rom the past; the 
whole spectrum of financial incom e over 
against the outgo, must be dealt w ith 
wisely. This takes real d iscipline . 

- Often, the close kn it fami ly ties, the 
concern and responsibil ity for a former 
generation still living, and the cost o f 
maintaining m eani ngful con nections, 
become threats to the " best for the rest" 
of life. 

With some help in understandi ng these 
inevitab le circumstances of reti rem ent 
years, it is possible to experience real 
adventure in reshaping l iv ing hab it s and 
act iv ity programs for the f uture. 

Over the past few years enl ightened 
employers have gradually o rganized the ir 
responsibility to ass ist emplo yees in 
using the years of ret irement, just as they 
have taught them how to use the former 
years devoted to a corporate object ive. 

Such helpful guidance has ranged from 
a single individual interview to a series of 
carefully planned group sessio ns. The 
conference and d ist rict program cou nci ls 
can serve their constituency and further 
their own ministries by offering a 
" Guided Preparatio n for Retirement" 
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program . 
Persons who are several years away 

from retirement, generally in their SO's 
and 60's will be eager to participate in 
forums o r worshops in preparation for 
retirement. A seminar group size may be 
from 12 to 30 persons. The opportunity 
should be open to persons of the vi llage 
or city where United Methodist minis­
t ries are known . 

I t is important that participants be 
invo lved in group interaction as issues 
are presented . There should be at least 
tw o o r three 2-hour sessions. Some of the 
them es and issues to be covered are: 

- Int roduction to the meaning of 
retirem ent. 

- Introduction to the meaning of 
retirement . 
-Work and retirement. 
-Good health and retirement. 
-Mental health in retirement. 
- Financial planning for retirement . 
-Incom e and money management in 
retirem ent. 
-Activity and the use of free time. 
- Family and friends in later years. 
-Where to l ive after retirement. 
- Legal affairs of retired persons. 
-Using the community servi ces and 
resources. 
-A summary and retirement check­
list. 
Sessions for retirement guidance 

should be held at a time most convenient 
to those who register fo r the program . 
Opportunity and t ime shou ld be given 
for reading, think ing, discussion and 
planni ng between the sessions. 

The U niversity of Michigan Institute of 
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Wen dell Bassett ••. 
to many of us in the former 

Methodist Church was "Mr. Michi­
gan EUB." He was the superinten­
dent of the West District of the 
EUB Michigan Conference from 
1955 to 1965. Prior to that he had 
served as the director of youth 
work for the conference as well as 
pastorates at Marcellus, Nashville, 
Blissfield and Detroit Calvary. He 
later became the executive secre­
tary for the Michigan Council of 
Churches, and then until his retire­
ment a national officer with the 
church's Division of Health and 

• Welfare. Wendell and his wife, 
Wava, spend the summers in 
Hastings and the winters in Se· 
bring, Florida. They have three 
daughters: Marlene Johns of Lan­
sing; Donna Heck of Wauseon, 
Ohio; and Carol Panse of Otsego. 

Gerontology and the University of Chic­
ago have fully developed resources for 
preretirement education. The d ivision of 
Health and Welfare, Global Ministries, 
1200 Davis Street, Evanston, Ill inois, 
60201 wi ll give staff counsel upon 
request. 

A small planning committee with a 
coordinator can begin laying the plans 
for a seminar on " Pre-Retirement Plan­
ning." There may be some preliminary 
costs for postage, publicity, etc . The 
registrants may be asked for a small fee 
to cover the small expense items. It is 
important to have trained and experi­
enced " guest leaders" such as: a doctor, 
a social security representative, a lawyer, 
a trust officer, a pensions representative, 
an administrator of a ret irement facility, 
or other specialists. A local church, a 
distric t , or the local communi ty can 
provide this counseling service. 

After Retirement 

Irs A DIFFERENT kind of life! It may 
take some weeks or months to fully 
appreciate the blessings of a " turn in 
li fe's events." Some suggestions will be 
helpful : 

-Turn off the alarm clock . The 
pressures of a normal weekday schedule 
known over the past forty years are no 
longer val id. Since there are more than 
enough hours in a day to do the elected 
activities, let the sunrise and the sunset 
be your time guide. At last, your t ime 
and schedule are your own. Use it w isely 
as a good Christian steward. 

- Action is for your pleasure. There 
are no sales quotas to make or future 

promotions in sight. Retirees have grad. 
ated from all of this . Activities · 
retirement must be to the choosing a~ · 
liking of the individuals. Guide \ "0-
efforts into channels of concern, lo'.: 
understanding and serv ice for others. (): 
those things you have always wanted:. 
do, but didn' t have the time. Acti\ rt e: 
such as hobbies, sports, minister . ~, 
services are all important! There is r · 
excuse for a liv ing person to t:-.1 
negatively inactive! Find your intere 
focus before the time of ret i reme~ 
com es. 

-To be useful is to be wanted. E\ en 
person wants to be wanted! Concern 
others expressed in acts of love an· 
ministry w ill pay big dividends. There r 
no need now to prQve status or posit10 
Don't try it. This has already been dor: 
over the years of vocat ional career. T-. 
now, to the many serv ices in t i-t 
comm unity , w here the crying need 
constant and the financial budget 
often totally inadequate. Seek out t 
agencies for public service in \ '1.. 

community. Make yourself available r 
volunteer work . Adapt your t1me a­
energy to persons. It is quite ob, •o-­
where retired people are gathered 
community, (either an agency or ad­
retirement developm ent) they live Ol' 

" one-to-one" basis. A person is 1-.no" 
and wanted in this new kind 
fellowship for w hat he is - a perw 
among persons. This is good. It levels t 
strata of society to a genuine commur 
of persons, all of them of equal Y.Orth 
the sight of God. 

-Attitudes are what really count ' I 
your attitudes have been positi\e J.­

hopeful toward life, they wi ll be ~o n'" 
If your attitudes have been conge 
and friendly toward persons, the'r \\ Ill 
the sam e in reti rement. To mamt. 
healthy attitudes, a person must 1-.eep 
alive interest in t he events of the t 1m~ 
possess a mind that is open to char-. 
and m aintain a sure faith in Cod \\ 
the frame of mind is love, patrt"!'', 
kindness and concern for other~ t 
generatio ns to c ome w ill seelo. \\"l:' 

from the o lder c itizens, and call tt> 
blessed . 

This inevitable experience call~1 
tirement can be beautiful. It depend' , 
the individual person, with the ht:>lp 
others, to keep identity with Life th. t 
current and challenging. A script. 
admonition m ay be the basis of sut, ( 
ful retirement livi ng : 

"Let the Word of Christ d\\el' 
you richly, as you teach J. 
admonish one another in all " , 
dom, and as you sing psalms .1 

hymns and spiritual songs, \\ , 
thanksgiving in your hearts r 
God." -Col. 3:16 

MICHIGAN CH RISTIAN ADVOC~ 
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Anothe r Dimensio n 

Is There a Balm in Adrian? H 
NEEDLESS TO SAY the problems of 

Adrian College were sufficiently 
severe that it needs no added ca lamit ies 
at this moment in t ime. (See articles on 
fi ring and student reaction on page 7 of 
this issue.) Denominational colleges are 
st rugg ling to keep alive in the face of 
shrinking enro llments and so a ring 
costs. Adrian College is in a crit ica l 
condition. Now with internal warr ing 
the situatio n might prove fatal. 

The Irony of the potentia l t ragedy is 
that all the parties concerned are able 
persons of goodwill ; yet the Inability 
and/or unwillingness to communicate 
threatens to undo them all as well as 
the college. 

The college's Board of Trustees is 
composed of people of honor and in­
tegri ty, persons with proven good sense 
and business acumen. Yet, they have 
rarely lis tened to more than a single 
voice. They have chosen to stand re­
moved from the concerns of the facu lty, 
the students, and the second level of 
the administ ration. They have been en­
trusted w ith a governing responsibi lity 
w hich cannot be passed to any presi­
dent o r executive committee. 

President John H. Dawson is one of 
the few persons of our time that will be 
assured a prominent place in the history 
o f Michigan United Methodism. He is a 
ski lled and industrious college execu­
t ive. It is no exaggeratio n of fact to say 
that John Dawson built Adrian College. 
Indeed, the school would not be mis­
named i f it were called " Dawson­
Herrick College." However, John Daw­
son is neither in temperament nor ex­
pe rience a proponent of demo crat ic 
leade rship. He has proven for 20 years 
to be the sole captain o f the ship; con­
census is fo reign to his philosophy and 
style. A hard hand can b uild a co llege, 
but can it sustain a co llege in an age 
when facu lty refuse to swear, " It is not 
ours to quest ion why, it is ours to do or 
d ie! " or w hen students refuse to be 
seen but not heard ? 

In the last few years as Adrian College 
grew in brick and mortar, it also grew in 
the quality o f its academic excellence. 
!he Adrian faculty is as capable as any 
m the small co lleges of Michigan. How­
ever, they blundered in call ing for the 
resignation of President Dawson. A re­
quest for an inqu iry into their co m­
plai nts would have been appropr iate: 
but a petit ion for resignation simply 
pushed people into corners w here egos 
had to be defended and save-face had 
to be maintained. The faculty can be 
criticized for not fo llowing pro per pro­
cedu res, fo r poorly hand ling the media 

Servus • Servorum Dei 

exposure of their concern, and for an 
u nc l ear w r i t i ng of t hei r comp lai n ts. 
Nevertheless, t hey deserve to be heard . 
To say that thei r " com plaints contained 
nothing of substance" is sheer folly and 
an open affront to the integ rity of 53 
outstanding educato rs. 

Surely, enoug h mistakes have been 
made. Trustees, pres ident, faculty, all 
can share in fumbles of the past. The 
critical item before those w ho c are for 
the f uture of Adri an College Is not 
wasting time and energy In finding 
fault, but rat her finding a way to re con­
cile the differences and mediate the 
tensions. 

One does not need to be a prophet 
with great foretell ing powers to see that 
if the situation continues to be a strug­
g le of egos, a battle of powers w ith the 
f riend s and supporters o f o ne s ide 
against the friends and supporters of 
the other, al l w i ll lose. Ad rian Co llege 
m ight become anothe r case of one 
m ore missing college - a beautifu l 
camp us with modern fac il ities, debt­
free, with everyth ing but stud ents and 
teachers. It migh t the n become the 
" Dawson-Herr ick Co mmunity College 
of Lenawee County." 

A st rong p resid ent fighting with a 
strong facu lty w hile the trustees pas­
sively sit " speaki ng no evil, seeing no 
evil, hearing no evi l" is not t he course 
for people of such high stature. Each is 
above such petty behavior. A l l are 
aware that they share a com mon no-w in 
conseq uence and a mut ually d estruc­
tive future. 

Is there a balm in Adrian ? Is there 
some way out? Is there someone who 
can reconc i le the tempers and med iate 
the grievances? What pe rson or group 
of persons can bui ld a l ink o f communi­
cation ? 

Soon both of Michigan 's annual con­
fe re nces w ill be in session. Is there any 
way that t he collective w isdom of t he 
most able in our church might help? Do 
the conferences have any guiding in­
terests in the affairs o f its institut ions? 
Wi ll t hey el(en inquire? Cou ld the na­
tional Board of Higher Ed ucatio n and 
Minist ry bri ng ad vi ce to a situati o n 
sore ly cry ing fo r some cool t hinking 
and cautious actio n ? 

Most obviously this Is not the time 
for the reign of the Sampson m enta lity. 
A spiri t of revenge and a t hrus t for 
hasty decisions will bring no less than 
evil upon a ll houses. T his is t he time for 
the best f rom all who love Adrian Col­
lege and care about its continu ing 
ministry in the name of Christian higher 
education. -Keith I. Pohl 
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Comments for t his column should be wrrtten briefly 
and b ear the signature .1nd address of the writer . 
which the e ditor reserves the right to print. What 
appears here does not necessarily rePrttent the Advo-

cate's point of view. 

• 
Vote of Confidence 

To the Editor: 
During its recent meeting the l ansing Dis­

trid Council on M inistries direded that this 
letter be sent to you fo r publication in the 
MCA. 

Because of the fi ne edito rship of the Advo­
cate, the educat ion for churchmanship in­
volved, and the editor's fair treatment of con­
t roversial issues, the Council on Ministries of 
the lansing Distrid wishes to commend 
Editor Keith Pohl. The Council is pleased to 
have the Advocate serve as the official publi­
cation of United Method ism in Michigan. The 
Council , composed of pasto rs and lay dele­
gates from many of the 64 churches in the 
lansing Distrid, feels that the Advocate is 
promoting very ably the basic tenets of Chris­
tianity. 

Through the publicatio,n o f this letter, the 
Council wishes to urge all Advocate readers 
t o help promote subscript ions to the 
Mich igan Christian Advocate among their 
church friends and acquaintances. These ad­
di t ion al sub sc r ip tions fro m churches 
throughout the state wi ll help alleviate the 
economic pressures on the Advocate and will 
allow it to continue to operate in the fine 
manner to w hich we have grown accustomed. 
-Gerald Simmons, secretary. 

• 
Let It Be Known 

To the Ed itor : 
Now and then I see and hear references to 

the vo lumes o f printed material produced by 
the United Methodist Church and the remark 
is made, "They could save a lot of money if 
they didn't print all that stuff that ends up in 
the waste basket." I wonder how much more 
money would be received if, at the local level, 
there was someone who would see to i t that 
the mate rial got distributed. So much of it 
tells the story of the church's needs, and if the 
"right people" read it, they would respond. 

I believe too often some very dedicated 
peop le make advance decisions for what thei r 
fellow church members w ould or would not 
do, and thus do a real disservice to the 
"causes" which the general church tries to 
support. What may turn someone " off" may 
turn someone else "on." 

I don't think we need to worry about our 
people "robbing Peter to pay Paul" either, for 
I think for the most part our people have the 
money for the things they are interested in. If 
they heard the full story, they would just get 
interested in different things and, while i t 
might mean one less suit o r one less steak or 
one less night out that cost money, they 
would rearrange their priorities and increase 
their g iving for the hungry and other urgent 
needs. 

Also, some of that material which gets 
thrown away does not invo lve any outlay of 
money but would give some very valuable in­
formation to some potent ially adive laymen if 
it got into their hands. Just a case in point is 
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the many camping opportunities available for 
all ages and interests. The materials go out to 
the churches but how many really see to it 
that their total membership hears about 
them? After it is too late, someone may say, 
" Why didn't I hear about that?" 

Along this same line, I wonder how many of 
our members know there is a Detro it 
Methodist Conference Credit Union? Here is 
a good place for savings investments and se­
curing loans at reasonable rates for active 
church members. 

I wonder how many of the 166,000 Detroit 
Conference members of local churches know 
there is a Credit Union available to them if 
they are in any kind of leadership position : 
member of choir, usher, class o fficer, etc.? I 
believe if the word got around, we would 
have more than 1,000 new members. 

Enclosed is my check for $25.00 fo r your 
Capital Funds drive. I wonder how many 
non-subscribers have heard about that? I'm 
grateful for this publication . I don' t always 
agree w ith what I read but I'm always glad for 
the mental and spiritual stimulation. Keep up 
the good work. -Elizabeth Dunlap, Detroit . 

• 
Leisure and "Wreck-Reation" 

To the Editor : 
Thank you for Clyde Smith's article (May 15) 

" Faith and l eisure." Certainly Clyde has 
cracked open an issue which we need to 
wrestle with. Unfortunately, the last half of 
the article fell into some confusing jargon that 
obscured rather than clari fied w hat he meant 
by the " religious significance of leisure" and 
the perfunctory pass at Christian vocation as 
11ministry.'' 

May I suggest that any discussion o f work 
and leisure must address itself to the issue of 
recreation. Indeed, how can we put the label 
of " recreation" on the f rantic antics of the 
weekend dash to ski slopes, woods, and lakes 
to use the machinations of " joy" (boats, 
snowmobiles, dune buggies, campers, trail 
bikes, etc. , etc.) and the d ash back home 
which leaves most people exhausted. Worse 
yet, the television weekend, the weekend af-

Making It Perfectly Clear 
Recently the question of ordination 

for known homosexuals has often 
been discussed. Frequently consid­
erable misinformation and alarm has 
been Involved. In an attempt to clarify 
the matter the following statement 
has been Issued by the Division of 
Ordained Ministry of West Michigan 
Conference. 

The Division of Ordained Ministry of 
the Soard o f Higher Education and 
Ministry of the West Michigan Annual 
Conference has never recommended 
and does not Intend to recommend 
ordination of known homosexuals. 
This Is In accord with the Division 's 
understanding of the existing p rovi­
sions of the 1972 Discipline. 

-David L. Crawford, 
Chairperson 

Conference Relations Section 

fair, and the weekend bender. What i s re­
creating about these? In many cases o ur so­
called leisure is anything but leisurely and u 
spent in som ething more properly cal'ec 
"wreck-reatio n ." 

Perhaps Clyde's emphasis on Christian ' 'Co­

cation as " ministry" means that we w ill ha'~ 
to redefine goodness, not in terms o f per­
sonal morality, but as being good fo r .. _ 
good for others. Perhaps involvement o f t~ 
who le family in weekends of study to imp i'O'o-e 
knowledge o f the world and to be equippec 
wi th skills in dealing with others a'"'d 
weekends o f planning and implement -~ 

= An Open Letter ~ 
From Bishop Loder ..,. 

Last week I dropped by the ~ 
Michigan Christian Advocate office. ~ 
While there I made an interesting 'II 
discovery . I w as so pleased about it = 
that I want to share it with you. ~..,_..,.~ 

Our editor, Keith Pohl, had just r­

returned from the nat ional conven­
tion of the A ssoc iated Church Press . 
Among other things that happened ~ 
there , church periodicals of all .,_ 
denominations are evaluated by a ~ 
panel of judges chosen by the ..,_ 
Association. Last year you w ill ~..,._~ 
remember the Advocate was given a ::: 
third place award for " general excel­
lence." This was a remarkable honor ..,._ 
and ach ievement . Th is year, how- ..,._ 
ever , all except first place awards ~~ 
were eliminated . ::: 

Now the exciting discovery . The 
Advocate was given the 1975 Associ- .,_ 
ated Church Press Award of Merit lor ..,_ 
best ed itorial writing among regional ~ 
news journal s. Th is is an honor In ~ 
which w e all de light. We congratu- 'II 
late Keith Pohl , and ourselves as ..,_ 
well. ~ 

This does no t mean we necessari­
ly ag ree with every editorial he 
writes, but it does mean he Is 
dealing w ith proper issues, that he is 
bei ng fair , and that his writing Is 
recogn ized for its excellence. This 
means we are being exposed to a 
keen mind and a committed Chris­
tian sp iri t in our edito r . 

This is another good reason Wh\ 
we should urge our f riends to 
subscribe to this superb publ ication 
Every member of every church 
should take it and read 11. 

I have requested our editor to pr int 
thi s letter ; and tho ugh he will resist 
the request , I have rem inded him 
that an editor does not refuse to 
print an open letter from me to tho 
people of Michigan . 1 know you Will 
jo in m e In this expression ot 
congratulat ions and great happiness 
that a proper award has come to thu 
Advocate and indirectly to all of us 

Sincere!~. 
Dwight E. Loo~n 

~ ..,.. 
Ill 
~ ..,.. ..,. 
~ 
~ 

~ 
Ill 
'II 

~ 
Ill 
)f 
'II 

! 
= ~ 

~~ 
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progr.1ms which care fo r human need (con­
crete love) is the most re-creating adivity that 
anrone could engage in. 

One step further might be to see our Chris­
llall \'Ocation of caring for others as our true 
Y.Ork and our choice and amount of job time 
determined by how much money was needed 
to sustain the basic needs of the family and 
how much money the church needed to ac­
complish its programs of ministry. M aybe 

then leisure will cease to be a problem at all 
and our true work will become that which re­
creates u s. Then, maybe, just maybe, we will 
understand the New Testament image of the 
Church as a priesthood of believers, and 
clergy will be seen as enablers and equippers 
of the congregation engaged in ministry 
rather than as the minister who is paid to try 
and be everywhere that the congregation 
should be. - Harold j . Slater, Calumet. 

Dawson Uses Trustee "Mandate," 
Fires Two, Third Resigns 

ASSUMING " full support" for his "type of for dismissal was conneded to the faculty's 
leadership," Dr. John H. Dawson, Adrian resolution that President Dawson resign the 

College president, fired Dr. Darrell Pollard, Faculty Senate met on M ay 22 and issued the 
•ice president for academic affairs, and Rev. following statement: " Vice President Pollard 
William Simmons, dean of students. Miss was not involved in any way with the resolu­
Bonni.e Beaver, ~soci.ate dean of student~, tion passe.d by the Faculty Senate on May 5 
submitted her res1gnat1on upon Dr. Dawson s .. . W e w1sh to formally voice our apprecia­
demand. lion as a Faculty Senate to Dr. Darrell Pollard 

When the college trustees met on May 16 for his leadership during his 11 years of Adrian 
they voted a "complete and unanimous con- College life. " 
fldence in his (Dawson's) administration of The firing of Rev. Simmons and the de­
the college's affairs" and they expressed a manded resignation of Miss Beaver seemingly 
"mandate that he carry on the affairs of the was based upon their yielding to the students' 
college in the same outstanding manner as he demand for a change in the college's alcohol 
has for the past 20 years." policy, which was approved by the trustees in 

Dr. Dawson was quoted in Adrian's Daily an earlier meeting. However, Dr. Dawson 
Teleg ram as saying, " The Trustees unanim- gave no reason for their termination. He did 
ously, and the college's supporting publics say in the Telegram interview: " I have a man-
0\'erwhelmingly, have evidenced their confi- date from the trustees to do what I believe is 
dence and pride in me as president o f Adrian required to get the operating budget in bai­
College. They have advised me to continue to ance in M ay, 1977. I have a further mandate 
provide my own strong brand of leadership to from them, as well as from the college's many 
the college." friends and supporters, including a great cross 

The resolution by the Board of Trustees section of alumni of all ages, to get this col­
ume a her a 54-13 vote on Mays by the faculty lege back into the mainstream of its historical 
calling for Or. Dawson's resignation. Within commitments to Christian values, goals, and 
four days after the trustees met, President purposes." 
Dawson demanded Dr. Pollard's resignation He went on to add: "Those responsible 
rnmediately, and ordered Pollard to remove have determined that we can do better in ac­
h~ personal effeds from his office and return complishing this mandate with persons other 
;~ keys and other college property in h is pos- than the recent incumbents in key administra­
lf'Ssion within the day. Dr. Dawson gave no tion posts on the campus. That is the truth of 
reason for his demand. He w arned, however the matter in its entirety," President Dawson 
f Pollard refused to resign, he would be dis: concluded. 

mrssed within 24 hours. Both Pollard and Simmons, however, said he felt that Or. 
:Wmmons rejected Dawson's demand without Dawson's action was unjustified and that he 
J statement of cause for the president's ac- had always been loyal to both the president 
1 on. They were dismissed; Miss Beaver res- and the college. Rev. Simmons had served 
gned. nine years as a .pastor in Ohio and Colorado 

Or. Darrell Pollard has served in higher edu- b~fo~e co~ing to Adrian. In discussing his 
w 1on for Michigan Methodism for 24 years. dosmossal With the Teleg ram he said: " I feel 
From 1951 to 1964 he taug.ht at Albion College. sorry for the students in this situation. They 
He left Albion as the chatrman of the political cannot help but lose." 
~erence department to accept the position of President Dawson announced the following 
college dean and professor of political science day that he had appointed Dr. Robert Gillis as 
at Adrian in 1964. Later he was promoted to ading dean of the college and Mr. Donald 
•hi> post of vice president of academic affairs. Kleinsmith as acting dean of students. Or. Gil­
Pollard says he still held a dual appointment lis was the chairman o f the department of 
H a fully tenured faculty member and vice physical education and director of intercol­
presodent. legiate athletics. Kleinsmith was the diredor 

Or. Dawson claims that Or. Po llard's status of housing, conferences, and college ser­
as a tenured professor "is without foundation vices. Gillis is an Adrian Co llege graduate in 
·~ fact." A tenured faculty member cannot be the class of 1949; he joined the faculty in 1956. 
rl >missed without a hearing and statement o f Mr. Tom Heckert and Mrs. Nancy Walsh 
u use. Tenure also requires a one-year notice have been appointed to assume the former 
upon dismissal with full pay. duties of Dr. Gillis. Heckert came to Adrian in 

The Adrian Telegram quoted Pollard as say- 1973 and Walsh in 1964. • 
ong, " II is almost unbelievable that you could 
SfflVC a college for 11 years and be fired by a 
d~lovered note without the courtesy of any 
r<;Json being given." 

Sonce there was conjedure that the reason 
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Making a Will? 
Why not Include the 

Michigan Christian Advocate? 

Adrian College Student 
Leaders Protest 

· Firing, Hiring 
In a letter mailed to 950 fe llow Adrian Col­

lege students Mark Knapp of Osseo, student 
government president, and Mark Co urtade of 
Detroit, student government vice president 
for academic affairs, called President John 
Dawson's firing of Dr. Darrell Po llard and 
Dean William Simmons as " uncalled for and 
deplorable at best." 

They said , " Dr. Pollard has contributed im­
mensely to the college in his 11 years as vice 
president and has worked hard to further the 
interests o f the student body and the college 
as a whole." They added, " Deans Simmons 
and Beaver have always been willing to listen 
to students" and commended them fo r their 
work with the student government. 

Knapp and Courtade continued in their let­
ter to criticize Dr. Dawson for his new ap­
pointment of Dr. Robert Gillis and Donald 
Kleinsmith. " This is, in our opinion, a giant 
step backward," they said. 'We are turning 
from a college w ith liberal possibilities (the 
hope of adapting to changing times) ," they 
went on to write, " to an inst itution in the 
p enal sense, run with an iron hand with little 
or no consideration given to the n eeds and 
desires of faculty and students." 

They called upon students, who are not on 
campus during the summer recess, to " let our 
feelings be known" in letters to the p residen t 
and the student government office. 

United Methodist Magazines 
Forced to Make Changes 

NASHVILLE, Tn. (UMC) - Because of in­
creasing production costs and decreasing cir­
culation, three United Methodist educational 
magazines w ill b e changing their formats and 
another will be looking for a larger ecumeni­
cal audience this September. 

The Church School, a 40-page monthly 
mailed to church school teachers and leaders, 
will be reduced to 32 pages and w ill use only a 
two-color cover. Research is being conducted 
to help the magazine more effectively meet 
the needs of the one-pastor churches that do 
not have paid educational staffs. The Church 
School has a circulation of 24,072. 

The Christian Home will have its pages re­
duced from 48 to 32 but the usual four-color 
cover will be retained. The monthly magazine 
has a circulation of 70,1B6. 

Face to Face, a monthly publication for 
youth, w ill be changed from a 32-page 
monthly to a 48-page quarterly. Circulation is 
34,443. 

Music Ministry w ill be continued as a 
40-page monthly but t he United M e thodist 
Publishing House is exploring the p ossibility 
of aiming the content of th e magazine at a 
more ecumenical audience. It has a circu la­
tion of 11,154. 

The decisions to change the publications 
were made by the advisory Council o n Evalua­
t ion of Resources composed of th e edito r and 
associate editor from the Sect ion o f Cur­
riculum Resources of the United M ethodist 
Board of Discipleship and rep resentatives 
from the Publishing Division o f t he Un ited 
M ethodist Publishing House. 
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Advocate Takes First Step 
Toward Modernizing Its Production 

Funds Campaign . The next phase will reqwre 
the purchase of new mai ling and addressu~.c , 
machinery to rep lace the badly worn equt~ 
ment that has been used over the past 15 
years. Mai ling the Advocate is fre-quentt-. 
delayed because of breakdowns in the 
addressing m ach inery. THE f irst phase o f the Advocate's attempt to 

create a more ef.fic ient production process has 
been comp leted with the purchase of a 
Compugraphic photo-typesetting machine. 
The Advocate's Board of D irectors decided 
that the first receipts o f the Capital Funds 
Campaign would be used to enable the 
Advo cate staff to set i ts own type and to 
complete i ts own composition. 

The purchase of the photo-typesetting 
equipment p laces the Advocate in the 
advantageous posi t ion of not on ly composing 
the weekly issues of the magazine. but also of 
typesett ing for the two annual conferences, 
Michigan U nited Methodist institutions, as 
well as local churches at cost. This w ill save 
the Advocate approxim ately $200.00 a week 
plus m aking i t possible for it to serve United 
Method ism in a new area of needed min istry. 

I t also has made possib le the expansion of 
the experimental "local church editions" of 
the Advocate. During the last five months the­
United Methodist Church of Utica and the 
Advocate have been cooperating in a pilot 
program with the first local ed ition . The early 
costs have been reduced from $141.00 for 700 
copies to $80.00 which includes typesetting, 
proof-reading, composition. print ing, han­
d ling, and m ailing. Hopefully other churches 
wi l l soon be interested in jo ining this venture 
in total news coverage for their families. 

The Advocate now has avai lable five 
d ifferent type styles in nine sizes and four 
faces (regu lar. i ta l ic, bold. and bold italic). 
This capacity permits the Advocate to 
encourage local churches, conference boards 
and agencies to explore with the Advocate 
staff their type-setting needs in printing 
pam ph lets, reports, and other l iterature. This 
service can now be offered to Michigan 
United M ethodism at the Advocate's costs 
o nly . 

A lthough this equipment falls short of the 
projected goal in the Advocate's attempt to 
modernize its composit ion abi l ity, i t is a 
helpful beginning. The total cost o f the 
Compugraphic machine and all the accessory 
equipment cost less than $12,000 or about 
hal f o f the monies received from the Capital 

Add itional equip ment for composition and 
billing along with repair of the Advoca!e 
house-office w ill have to be delayed un~ 1 
funding can be obtained . Nevertheless. a ~ 
direction has been set and the first step has 
been taken . C 

Every annual conference across the United States faces 
severe problems in the funding of ministerial pensions. 
Here is a proposal for solving the problem in the West 

Michigan Conference. 

West M ichigan Task Force 
Submits New Pension Program 

A cKNOW LEDGING THE REALI TY of o ur 
inflationary spiral and the importance of 
maintaining adequate pension support, the 
West Michigan Annual Conference Board of 
Pensions in their report to the 1973 Annual 
Conference requested Bishop Dwight E. Loder 
to appoint a Pensions Task Force to " assist the 
Conference Board of Pensions in determining 
the immediate planning and course of actio n 
toward providing for the pension responsibil i­
ty o f the West M ichigan Annual Conference." 
This Task Force has d iligently met , spent a 
great deal of time in analyzing our situat ion, 
exploring opt ions. and finally submitting 
recommendat ions. The Task Force was bless­
ed with exceptionally competent individuals 
from the actuarial field and with knowledge of 
the annual conference pension program. The 
General Board of Pensions placed at our 
d isposal their computer and actuarial staff . 

Our "Crisis in Pensions" simply stated is 

By Dr. Carlos Page 
that as o f january 1, 1976, the total unfunded 
liabi l ity of our pension program will be 
approxim ately $8 ,581, 500. The recommend~ 
t ions of the Task Force are designed to 
liq uidate this d ebt and p rovide a plan that \\<! 
w ill not have th is recurring crisis. 

The und erly ing princ iple of our plan is th:1t 
pensions be considered as deferred ministenal 
support. That is pensions are not a gift but a 
way of paying salary over the entire ~ife span 
In essence we take a part o f our sal a I) noo.. 
and " reserve" it for our ret irement ye~ 
Pensio ns def ined in this m anner are what h a,e 
been earned by each year of service. 

We then needed to explore the standa.rtis 
used and o ur h is tory of participation on tl-,e 
pensio n system. Th is included a survey ot tl-~ 
ant icipated impact of the ever-chans ~g 
Socia l Security pro gram. The recommended 
standard as set by The Discipline (PM;a 
1259.7) of " o ne percent of the average sal•" 
of the conference became our norm lh 
setting the rate annually at this level t~ 
pension i ncome of pensioners is kept in I "t" 
with the changes in salaries paid to act,, 
m inisters. O ur Board o f Pensions will rec 
mend an annuity rate o f $121 per Ye>tr ~ • 
service for 1976. Th is means the pro1~· 
average sa lary for min isters in the \\-e-~ 
Michigan Conference for 1976 will ~ 
$12.100. Further, that a pensioner who 5er\, 
40 years would receive $4,840 in 1976 a;. 
pension (40 years o f service multiplied t-• 
$121 per year) . 

O ther optio ns such as lowering the ~ 
percent standard were explored but aballd 
ed in favor of co ntinu ing our present le,t-1 , 
support. 

The Compugraphic Compuwriter II is the first piece of equipment purchased from the Capital 
Funds Campaign. It enables the Advocate to set i ts own type and furnish the printer with 

camera-ready copy. 

Our tota l unfunded liability of iiPPfl.., 
mately eight and a hal f million dolla~ 
needed . That is the real ity with whtch ,, 
must begin . Therefore, we propose ,, 
refinance this amount for 30 years. Reft n ~ 
ing w ill enable us to co nt inue our ~ 
level of support without undue incrt~a,e, 
pensio n mon ies. Monies from t rusts desi" 
ed for this purpose w ill be used to shorten t 
ref inanc ing period. I t is anticipated that " 
can re f inance in the future fo r a shorter P(' , 
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of ttme, thus saving some interest. 
Woth these decisions made we now can 

c.akulate our pension costs for 1976. Our first 
payment on our refinanced 30 year plan is 
SS47.212. We further need to fund the current 
)ears of active service by ministers so we do 
not oncrease our liability. This amount for 
1976 is S359,370. Total cost for 1976 will be 
S906.582. 

Now we must supply a plan for payment of 
these monies. Who not a capital funds drive 
for pensions? The largest fund drive W est 
•.~ichigan ever had produced less than 
S500,000 over a three-year span . Our current 
pension liability is in excess of $8 million. 
Furthermore, simply paying the debt would 
not solve our problem: if inflation continues 
we'd be faced with a simi lar deficit in the near 
future. 

After thorough investigation and discussion 
v.e were convinced that the prime item 
•ffecting pensions is the salary of the pastor. 
The onflation spiral is the basic cu lprit but it 
~~~anofestS itself in the need for increased 
salaro..s for act ive ministers. Pensio ners face 

A parish 
(three churches) 

A minimum 
salary church 

Another 

Med ium size 
church 

Large church 

1975 base 
figure 

.00078 

.00127 
.00028 

.00060 

.00114 

.00460 

.01048 

Two otems must be candidly shared. Linking 
f.l'"·nsoon support directly to pasto ral support 
may on effect cause a local church to hesitate 
..bout oncreasing the salary. We believe this 
a .;umptoon lacks historical justification. The 
N e11 Mochogan Conference's " track record" is 
.;n l'nviable one. Our pension support is one 
<A the hoghest in the connectio n precisely 
bf"<ause our average m inisterial salary is one 
of the hoghest. This proposal is an attempt to 
tr'<lontaon both o f these at best , but at least 
ildve the pension support ref lect the salary 
changes This seems o nly fair to o ur retired 
ri(>rgy of we rea lly believe in the peer-group 
(once pt. 

The other item is that the chi!nge in manner 
<A payong for pensions will mean an increase 
tor the smaller church. Th is w i ll be t rue in 
.,.,.! cases. but again it seem s more fairly to 
rl'llr;ct our common responsibility . If, in fact , 
:~"Moons are related to salary, w hy sho uldn't 
olw payment for pension support be shared in 

molar manner? If there is an undue increase 
th"t woll endanger a church's financial 
v,lvr•ncy, there have been adequate funds 
pr(JVoded on the " M inimum Salary, Supple­
r• •·ntal and Sustentation Support" fund. A 
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these same problem s. Therefore we determ in­
ed it most equitable to link pension support 
(earlier defined as deferred m inisterial salary) 
to the salary. Calculations have been made to 
determine a percentage of the ministerial 
support needed to pro vide these monies. The 
percentage necessary to meet this need in 
1976 is 21%. 

This plan will be a hedge against inflation 
and woll be tlexoote enough in that as salaries 
increase o r decrease, reflecting the current 
economy, our pension support (deferred 
salary) w ill l ikewise be more adequate ly 
f inanced. 

You can determine w hat your local church 
or funding agency pension share w ill be. Your 
1976 Minister's Reserve Pension Fund appor­
tionment will be 21% of your pastor's support 
as defined by the council on Finance and 
Administration . 

Many of you wi ll be interested in how this 
compares (if it had been in use in 1975) with 
the current manner o f computing your MRPF 
apportionment. In the following examples. 
actual churches or charges were used . 

1975 MRPF 1975 21 % of 
apportionment salary salary 

$ 612 $ 2,695 674 
997 3,850 963 
220 1,155 289 

471 5,430 700 
(2630 m inimum 
salary payment) 

895 6,400 1,192 
(1630 minimum 
salary payment) 

3,611 14,300 3,575 

8,227 14,600 3,650 
Assoc. 8,900 2, 225 

local church's po rtion of pension is based on ly 
on the amount of salary they pay to the 
pastor. 

The recommendat ions of the task force are: 
1)We recognize pensions as being " Deferred 
Ministerial Support." 2) 1% of the Average 
Cash Salary (as computed by the General 
Board of Pensio ns fo r the West Michigan 
Conference) cont inue as the Pension Annuity 
Rate for payment per year of service. 3) We 
refinance for 30 years beginning January 1. 
1976. the amount o f our total unfunded 
liability as o f that date. 4) The amo unt 
apportioned to the local church and funding 
body shall be determined on a percentage of 
the current ministerial support as set by the 
local church or funding body as of july 1 of 
the' current year; the Board of Pensions shall 
be charged with the responsibil ity of admonis­
tering this item. Each local church and 
funding body cont ributing to salary shall carry 
its port ion of the total apportionment. 
M inisterial support shall be as defined b•t the 
Council on Finance and Administration. 

In summary: Keep the recommendatio ns 
separated in your evaluatio n. 

Recommendation ( 1) is a ph ilosop hy of 
pension suppo rt. I f you do not buy th is, th at 
which follows is inconsisten t . 

Reco mmendat ion (2) sets the standard and 
level o f our pension support. It enables us to 
pay ret irees support that is commensurate 
with act ive ministerial salaries. 

Recommendation (3) enables us to contin­
ue our present level o f suppo rt without paying 
our to tal indebtedness at one t im e . We spread 
it out and continue to be respo nsive to o ther 
ministries and the m ission of the church. 

Recommendation (4) proposes a manner o f 
paying the b ill that seem s mo re consistent 
w ith pro per accountabili ty concepts b ut , 
more important , it w i ll more accurl'Hely serve 
us for the future. 

Pension support is a vital respo nsibility of 
an annual conference. West Mich igan has 
been responsible . The above plan w ill enable 
it to continue to be respo nsible. The full 
report o f the Task Force appea~s _in the 
pre-conference minutes. You are onv oted to 
study it carefully . We are at the crossroads. o f 
dec ision on our pension support. The optoon 
to go on as before is no longer available . But 
there is a way. 

Chairman, West M ich igan 
Conference Pension Task Force 

Camp for Mentally 
Retarded to Be Held 
At Crystal Springs 

This year , fo r the fi rst time , the West 
M ichigan Con ference is providing a camp fo r 
the mentally retard ed . This will h elp m eet 
some needs of these p ersons that are not m et 
in other ways. This camp is designed to h elp 
youth f ro m 9-20 (approximately) w ho m ay 
make a more successful adjustmen t to camp, 
be more comfortable , and m ake more prog­
ress in a camp with others of sim ilar mental 
and social levels. 

The camp will be held at the Cryst~l Spri~~s 
campg ro unds, j uly 13-19. Youth wo ll. ~~rtoco­
pate in both indoor and outdoor actovoto_es of 
learning and recreation . At times they w oll be 
g ro uped by age and ability, at othe r tomes the 
camp w ill funct ion as a w ho le g ro up. 

The p lan is to do i n camping w hat can b_est 
be done in the camp setting. Some learnong 
activities are more ap prop riately done in_ a 
classroom b ut the camp si tuation offers-ados­
ti nctive setting for oth er kinds of learning. 
The intimate relat ionships of the small group 
and t he outdoor resources provide possibi­
lites for program activitie~ n ot f~und el.se­
w here. The camp ing expenence w oll provode 
the maturing experience of being " on you r 
ow n" away from fami ly. Although adults at 
camp take responsibility fo~ camp~r·~ gene ral 
welfare, it is a new exp enence m mdepen­
dence and self-identity. 

Camp also will encourage youth to make 
contributions where necessary and able , thus 
improving his ability to relate to others in a 
helpful and meaningful way. Th e intimate re­
lationships and the acceptance h e/she f inds at 
camp helps to p ut meaning into the concept 
of a God w ho loves and accepts t hem. Per­
sons w ho find it hard to d eal w ith abst ractions 
need t his f irsthand experience. 

living in the o utdoor setting helps t he 
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camper to be aware of the beautifu l and won­
derful t hings found in nature. 

For parents and retarded persons who a re 
able to understand, this camping expe rience 
may heighten app reciation of the church. This 
project is an outgrowth of the church's love 
and concern for a ll people . 

Anyo ne w ho would like more information 
about this camp, or would like to help or 
know of a possible camper, should see their 
pastor who has brochures on hand or contact 
Mrs. Jack R. Smith, Director, 1789 Corrmon­
wealth , Benton Harbor, Mi. 49022. Phone -
925-8430. 

The camp limit fo r 197S is just 25 so registra­
tions sho uld be made early. The total cost is 
$39.00. Pre-registration fee is $14.00 with the 
$25.00 balance due at camp. 

DETROIT CONFERENCE 
DELEGATES WILL STAY 
IN THE BACK 

EVANSTON, Ill. (UMC) -Delegates from a 
dozen states and four fo re ign countries will 
have front-row seats when the 1976 United 
Methodist General Confe rence opens April 27 
in. the Portland , Ore., Memorial Coliseum. 

The seating plan fo r the 984 voting mem­
be rs was dete rmined in a random drawing 
conducted by the Commission on the Gen­
e ral Confe rence . The de legates are being 
e lected at annual confe rence sessions this 
year, most of them in May and June. 

Drawing front-row locations ,were delega­
tions fro m Norway, New Hampshire , Yellow­
stone, Mid-Philippines, North Dakota , North 

Shown above is the delegates' badge for the 
1976 United Methodist General Conference. 
lnd uded in the detail a re the states making up 
the Portland Area, the denomination's cross 
and flame symbol, a rose, symbolic of the 
host city, and snow-capped Mt. Hood . f or the 
first t ime, the art work will be displayed in 

more th an o ne color. 
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India, Denmark, Western New York, South­
e rn New England, North Arkansas, Bengal, 
Maine, North Texas and Tennessee annual 
confe rences. Joining them o n the front row 
will be non-voting representatives from the 
Alaska, Red Bi rd and Oklahoma Indian mis­
sionary conferences. 

Not so fortunate in the drawing and ending 
up on the rear row of delegates will be rep­
resentatives of the Detroit, Central Illinois, 
Southwest Texas , Lucknow, No rt hwest 
Philippines, Southwest Germany and Min­
nesota conferences. 

For the Denmark, New Hampshire and Yel­
lowstone delegates, seats in the first voting 
row will be a repeat of the ir 1972 location. 
Likewise , the Detroit and Minnesota de le­
gates were on the last row four yea rs ago . 

The random d rawing also means that a ll fi ve 
U.S. jurisdictio ns will be represented o n the 

NOTICE: l 
I 

To those atten ding West Michigan 
Annual Confe rence a t Albio n. Please 
bring yo ur Discipline to use in studying 
proposed p etitio ns lo the General Con­
ference . 

front row. 
Rev. No rman L. Co nard , director Of 

facilities fo r the d enomination's top lin\. 
making bo dy, said that bishops and Judici~ 
Council members w ill be seated on til,. 
asse mbly's p latform, as is customary. Rep. 
resentatives o f re lated autonomo us and un ;. 
ed church es, provisional annual co nference, 
general secre ta ries of de no minational board, 
and agen~ies, and the Co mmission on t~ 
Ge ne ral Conference w ill be seated at the n'ir 
of the voti ng de legates. 

News Bits 'n' Pieces 
from the Religious News Service 

Rev. Marie E. Moorefie ld, one of 11 Episcopa l 
Women ordained to the priesthood in an 
irregular service last year, is shifting to the 
United Methodist Church. She is. however. 
being transfe rred into the Kansas East United 
Methodist Conference as a deacon. the level 
of ministry she holds in the eyes of her 
Episcopal bishop. rather than as a fu lly 
ordained ministe r. Ms. Moore fie ld. 31 . will be 
e ligible for e lder's orders -the highest United 
Methodist ordination -in one year. accord­
ing to an announcement from the Kansas Area 
United Methodist info rmation office. 
•Canon Albert J. duBois, president of the 
American Church Union, has charged that a 
woman priest from Hong Kong represents a 
"schismatic" Anglican diocese and that the 
invitatio n extended to her by Episcopa l 
Bishop John M. Krumm of the Diocese of 
Southern Ohio constituted a schismatic 
action on his part. The president of the 
unofficial "Anglo-Catholic" organization in 
the Episcopal Church wrote to Bishop Krumm 
to protest his invitation to Rev. Jane Hwang 
Hsien Yuen to exercise priestly functions in 
the Diocese of Southe rn Ohio . According to 
Canon duBois. the o rdination of Miss Hwang 
in 1971 "was and remains null and viod as 
being beyond the competence of the Bishop 
of Hong Kong and Macao and his synod . The 
willful action of the Bishop of Hong Kong and 
his d iocese placed him in schism from the 
Holy Catholic Church." 
• Rev. Marvin Horan, 36, pastor of the 
Leewood Freewill Baptist Church, has been 
sentenced to three years in a federal minimum 
security prison for conspiring to bomb schools 
in connection with the West Virginia textbook 
controversy last year. An identica l sentence 
was given to Larry Elmer Stevens. 29, who was 
convicted of several counts. including posses­
sion of dynamite and manufacture and use of 
bombs. was given three years in a fede ra l 
medium security prison. 

Delbert Lee Rose. 29, who pleaded guilty to 
conspiracy charges in return for reduced 
counts of federa l bombing charges and served 
as key gove rnment witness against the o ther 
defendants. was sentenced to two years in a 
minimum security prison. The security provi­
sion was seen by observers as more for Mr. 

Rose's protection than fo r any threat that ~ 
might pose . 
•The United Methodist Board of Hlshtt 
Education and Ministry has agreed to Ia.~ 
596,000 to Alaska Methodist Univenity t~ 
help the fa iling school meet its May P•l ltlll 
respo nsibilities. Dr . F. Thomas Trotter sard l~t 
loan was made agai nst the antrcrpJ:eij 
settleme nt fro m the sale of the school ~ 
committee of the Alaska Sta te Legrslature , 
now se riously considering a proposal to 
purchase AMU, reported ly fo r a sum in e\~ 
of $15 m ill ion . The proposed sale would al lo.1 

AMU to retain appro ximately 22.5 acres 3'1\1 
would tra nsfe r into the Unive rsity of AI.~>~.~ 
state system a ll of AMU's personnel a'\: 
programs as well as its bonded indeb~nt,, 
wh ich is about $3 m illion . 
•Students at Ham line Unive rsity, United 
Method ist re lated sch ool in St. Paul, Minn 
protested administration plans to cut tilt 
equivalent of 15 full-time teachers. Abo-..! 
75% o f the college's c lasses were clo~ 
during the protest day -the last day of cJ.b, 
before commenceme nt. Dr. Richard BJ•It-. 
resigned president of the school. said Hdml 'If 
has d ebts in excess o f $6 m ill ion and that 1~-t 
faculty cut is one means of meeting pa,m, •t­
o n short-and long-term debts. Those fact , 
members expected to be d ropped " rll hJ, 
positions a t Ham I ine through the next scho., 
yea r. he said . The faculty reductrom 11 

inc rease the current student-faculty ratro I ~U" 
the curre nt 13 .7 to 16 to 1. The school ~~· 
1,213 students and 89 faculty membe~ 

•Trustees of United Methodist-related Dill.: 
Unive rsity have recommended th1t htt 
tuition fo r children of United Metho&.t 
ministers be e liminated as one of It' \ · 

measures to reduce its $3.4 m illron ~~ , · 
The university currently absorbs th~ ·. 
tuit io n cost of $2, 780 for child~n • 
min isters. Proposed tuition for next \~ • 
$3,030. Under the pro posed plan. " h1ch , .. _. 
be approved by the trustees' e\ e.:._: 
committee, ch ildren of mi nisters in th!' t' 
Un ited Methodist co nfe rences rn , , 
Ca ro lina wo uld be given grants of $1 500 
be able to get a n additional $1 ,500 as a 
from the university o r by working tor t 
unive rsity . 
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We Have Resources 

We Have A Heart! I was almighty thankful that the hosp ital 
had the right resources and equipment right at 
hand when it meant life or death for someone. 

A LTHOUGH AS Counci l Director, I was not 
present at the Conference Council on M inis­
tTies meeting on the day the fi nal decisio n was 
made to authorize this West M ichigan 
Conference insert to the M ichigan Christ ian 
Advocate, I have worked with the concept o f 
l/IP " why" of it for over two years. Actually, 
tJw day the decision was made, I was in the 
holp1tal mtensive care unit in preparation for 
~n heart surgery. Now. I don't intend to tell 
1011 about " my operation," but I d id learn 
\CIITlC lessons from those days that I think 
l"es Illustrat ion to what th is insert shou ld be 
~II aboiJt Let me share with you. 

If this mscrt is to do anyth ing, i t needs to 
.how that our Annual Conference has a heart. 

One of our preachers. when he cal led at the 
t.o~p1tal and we were talking about what the 

Dr. Keith T. Avery 

p ic tures o f the catheter had shown concern­
ing my heart, made the joking remakr: "Keith, 
I think that you ought to have a dozen prints 
made of those; some people in the Confer­
ence doubt that you have a heart ." (Frankly, I 
l iked the statement of another brother 
preacher who said: " The doctors d idn't prove 
anything new. I knew you had an open heart 
all along.") 

The point is that every United Methodist 
ought to know that our conference does have 
a heart that is trying to be the heart of Jesus 
Christ. I f the insert brings this home, i t is a 
good tool. 

We Have A Skillful Staff 
One factor that was noteworthy from the 

minute I arrived at the hospital emergency 
door unt1l the day I left the patient pick-up 
was that the hospital had a skilled staff that 
were individually competent and yet who 
know when and how to work as a team for the 
greatest good when needed. 

I could not help but to feel that the same 
was true of the West Michigan Conference 
staff. I t is not wi thout reason that they have 
been described by another council director as 
"one of the best in the jurisdict ion." Of 
course, I shall never be able to repay them for 
the way in which they have carried out their 
own work as well as mine as a team during the 
long, long time I've been out of circulation. 

If this Michigan Christian Advocate Insert 
helps the West Michigan Conference to know 
and appreciate Leon Dayringer. Ron Keller. 
Lloyd Sch loop for the well trained field staff 
they are, if it helps the conference understand 
that behind them is a support office staff of 
Lori Eves, Muriel Patterson. Gladys Ebels 
under the leadership of A lice Spangenberg 
and with them our new learning Resource 
Clerk. Paul Uzel. 1f the Conference learns of 
the competent financial management under 
Bernard Shashaguay, June Semeyn, Joan 
Rawson and Ebb1e Boelema through the 
insert, 1f the Michigan Christian Advocate 
Insert can help us see we have a well trained 
staff that works as a team, i t wi ll be for the 
good of the West M ichigan Conference. 

Through the Michigan Christian Advocate 
Insert. we hope to let you know that the West 
Michigan Conference headquarters stocks 
regularly many resource materials which are 
yours for the asking; that it has a learning 
Resource Center that is the envy of some 
other denominations in town, and that we are 
anxious always to help you find other 
resou rces. Of course. even each program. 
school or conference we push in these pages 
is designed to be a resource for your local 
church to do a better job for Jesus Christ. 

We Have Tender Loving Care 
Above all else. I was struck with the tact 

that a hospital wasn't just a place to get a job 
done. It was a place that fairly oozed with 
tender loving care. An illustration was the East 
German lady inhalation therapist who really 
gave me a treatment that wasn't easy on her or 
me. When it was fmished. she la1d her head 
over on the edge of the pillow and sa1d: " Oh, 
Reverend Avery, we don' t want to hurt you, 
we love you and we just want you to get well " 
Same way to the churches of the West 
M1chigan Conference. We hope to say 
" remember, there is tender loving care 
available; we want to help you in Christ's 
name. We want to help you to be strong 1n His 
work." 

Have Supportive Fellowship 
Nobody shall ever persuade me that there 

are not praying, loving, supporting Christians 
throughout the West MIChigan Annual Con­
ference. I know differently by the number of 
cards. the personal notes and the pastoral 
calls (including a Maundy Communion in 
bed) that I received in the hospital and since I 
came home. I have been supported in love 
and rrayer by more persons than I could ever 
have expected . 

Some way or other. through this Michigan 
Christian Advocate Insert, we shall hope to 
bring to each person the fact that this 
supportive fellowship is there all the time 
makmg real the love of Christ for daily living 
to Cod's glory . 0 

Sincerely, 
Keith T. A very 

Council Director 
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Heritage Sharing: 
Spanish-American Experience 

O uR YOUNG Spanish-speaking United 
Methodist Church of Holland. together with 
the First United Methodist Church. mvite us 
to a Heritage Sharing Expenence on Saturday, 
July 26 from 9:30a.m . to 3:00p.m . at the First 
United Methodist Church building, 57 W . 
10th St. . Ho lland. 

Rev. A nselmo Munoz says h is group is small 
but that other Spanish-speak ing Christians will 
help them share with us " The Spanish 

Mt. Hope 
Resort Ministry 
S uMMER PRO JECTS m the West M ichigan 
Conference include a variety of resort and 
leisure mmostries. Typica l of these is the 
Mount Hope Summer Resort Ministry north· 
east of Jackson. In this setting, the A lbion 
Do stnct, with assistance from local churches 
and the Conference Board o f Discipleship, 
seeks to minister to a large number of summer 
residents. resorters and campers on and 
around the Waterloo Recreation Area through 
contemporary and innovat ove forms of wit· 
ness to the Christian faith 

Last summer, in ots first year of operation, 
the Mount Hope Minostry sponsored mformal 
Sunday worship services. weekend drama 
presentation, c rafts and Chnstoan education 
opportunities for ch ildren and fellowship 
experoences for familoes 

Plans for 1975 onclude the hiring of a 
Michogan semmary student to work as do rector 
o f the proJect. Miss Peggy Jo Ainsloe has been 

Peggy Jo 
Ainslie 

selected from a large number ot applicants to 
be this year's resort minoster M oss Aonsloe is a 
natove of the Hast ongs area, a student at 
Garrett· Evangclocal Scmonary, and woll be­
come a Probationary Member of the West 
M ochigan Conference 10 June. She is preparing 
for a career as a pansh minoster 

The Mount Hope Resort Ministry is desogn· 
ed and supported through a committee of 
area mmosters and lay persons on the Crass 
Lake. Munoth, Waterloo, and surrounding 
communotoes Mr Davod Crouch of Crass lake 
is chairperson of thos year's commottee. woth 
Rev Charles D Grauer as advosor Distnct 
Program Dorector Rev Ron L Keller. works 
c losely w oth the plannong committee on 
pE'nodoc meetmgs throughout the year 0 

Rev. Anselmo Munoz 

American Experience." Lunch will be served 
in" Latino" style. Rev. Munoz is a Columbian. 
The congregation has members of Mexican 
and Puerto Rican background. 

Plans onclude music and d ialogue groups. 
The featured speaker will be M s. Dalila 
Kreuger. Associate Executive Secretary of the 
Unoted Methodist Commission on Religion 
and Race. Ms. Kreuger is from the Rio Grande 
Conference on Texas where she was Confer· 
ence Presodent of the United Methodist 
Women 

'" f:OuCA IJON FDA CLODAL CONtCIOUINU I 
• MI SSION AHO THt •Aif H ·LI,-t C"ISI S 
• P£R&ON.S HUMAN Of:VItl.O, MtN1 IN NOfllllH A.VUIIC& 
• •UODLf: I'AST 01\.IEMMA FOJt CH" ISTIAH.S 

This Heritage Sharing Experience is one 01 
several promoted by the Conference Comm . 
sian on Religion and Race of which Mr a,' 
MurraY of Muskegon Heights is the Chaorper. 
son. Last year's event shared the " 1\ato,e 
American Indian Experience." Two years ~0 
we shared in " The Black Experience" 

Reservation blanks are in the hands of\\, t 
Michtgan Conference pastors . An open tn\ot . . 
tion is extended to all of us, along woth th 
request that reservations be made to help the 
two local congregations p lan for lunch ..... 

Schools of Christian Mission l 
The purpose of the Schools of Christian 

Mossoon os to onform and train laity and c lergy 
about world needs and the church's response. 
The Schools are desogned for both men and 
women Youth are onvited to participate as 
adults 

This is a concentrated experience for 
people '" loca l churches Rarely is so much 

REGISTRATION 

information and help avai lable in one pl,\ce n 
so short a ti~e period . Come anticopatonil 
study, fe~ lowshop, challenge, singong. sharon~ 
informatoon , questions, worsnip, t>~pand 'd 
ideas. and growth as dedicatr.d Christiam 

The Schools are sponsored by the Conlt'f· 
ence United Methodist Women and tl1e 
Conference Board o f Global Minostrie' 

INFORMATION 

Weekend School -Fnday. July 11, 5 p .m. to Sunday. July 13, 1 :30 p .m . Emphasos on stll\11 
classes with bnef time for enrichment class 

Weekday School -Monday, July 14, 11 a.m . to Thursday, Ju ly 17, 1:30 p .m . Emphasis on stuu-, 
c lasses plus two afternoons of enrichment classes 

Drive-In-Day- Wednesday, July 16. 9 a.m . to 9 p .m . One-day introduction to study cia~,.-, 
plus enrichment c lass 

All students take the Prophets study as well as a choice between One Nat ion Under Cod an 1 

South East As1a. Chris t ian Presence. '" 

Registration fee for Weekend and W eekday Schools includes linens in dormitory at Alb 1 
College plus a copy of the study book Books wi ll be mailed unti l Ju ly 1; later registrant\" 
receive their book at the school. 

Registration deadline for all schools is july 1. No part-t ime regist rations are allo"ed 1\ l 
refunds after the start of school 

Registratoon for Drove-In-Day includes lunch and dinner Note: there wil l be no program t.-11 
choldren or chold care provoded thos year. 

Costs: Weekend School, July 11-13: per person in dormitory -$30.00 
Weekday School, July 14-17. per person in dormitory -$50.00 
Commuter (lunch & donner. plan to attend evenings) -$33.00 
Sunday evening lodging in dorm -$4 25 
Drove-In-Day, july 16 per person (lunch & dinner) -$7.00 

Get regostration brochure from pastor or check and mail clip coupon on page 4 o f tho~ '"'trt 
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New Discipleship 
Resources 

The General Board of Discipleship has just 
produced a new 1975 catalog entitled 
Doscopleship Resources." One free copy can 

be ordered on the coupon in this issue; 
quantity orders can be sent (free) to 
Doscopleship Resources. Box 840. Nashville. 
l ' 37202 This new catalog is a valuable help 
to the local church as it offers all the 
resources previously made available in sepa­
rate catalogs. It includes the devotional 
matenals from The Upper Room, Local 
Church Christian Education Helps, and evan­
gelistic material from Tidings. Contact the 
Conference Headquarters for your free copy. 

Rural Church Project 
Sponsors V .C.S's 

A special ministry to rural youth and 
choldren will be carried on this summer in a 
prorect sponsored jointly by the Albion 
O.stnct and the West Michigan Conference 
Board of Discipleship. Ten churches in the 
Hollsdale Area Rural Church Consultation will 
combme their efforts in sponsoring ten 
\'acatoon Church Schools. A specia l summer 
,.01ker, Moss Bonnie Reichardt. has been 
ffilployed to direct the schools and provide 
uaonong for local church leaders. Miss 
Reochardt is a public school teacher. graduate 
of Hollsdale College, active United Methodist, 

6nd expenenced leader in both children's 
.,ork and summer campong. 

Churches participating in the pro ject in­
clude Reading. North Adams. A llen. Camden. 
•.\ontgomcry. Stokes Chapel. Moscow Plain~. 
fron toer. Osseo and Hi llsdale. Funding for the 
m1nostry comes jointly from conference. 
dowoct and local church sources. 

The Hollsdale Consultatio n is a cooperative 
tifort of churches on the southeastern section 
of the A lbion Distri~t .and is . designed to 
provode various monostroes to omprove and 
l!rrngthen rural monostry. 

Lansing District 
Family Canoe Trip 

A ramoly Canoe Trip from Eaton Rapids to 
~; 10510g with an ovcrnoght campout at Lion's 
Park. o:mondale is planned for July 26 and 27. 

rach family woll need to provide their own 
ranoc camping gear and food. The leaders 
~•II ,;;. Jean and John Kennaugh of Lansing 
laoth Church 

r or further information and registration for 
ti!Ptnp. call the Kennaughs at (517) 484-2012. 

? How's your self-image? 

Strong enough to share? 

G IVE TO 
WORLD SERVICE! 

0 

1975 LAB SCHOOL 

T HE BEST of all possible training experiences 
for local church teachers and educational 
leaders is the Lab School process. In a Lab 
School. local church teachers work together 
diagnosing needs, setting goals, planning for 
the teaching/ learning process. work with 
resources, practice teaching, observe other 
teachers and students. and then evaluate. All 
of this is done in a " live" setting with chi ldren 
(or whatever age learners might be) present in 
order that an actual classroom situat ion might 
be provided. Persons who attend a lab school 
are called " Leaders In Training" (LIT'S). Each 
age-level class is guided by a nationally­
known and well-trained Certified Laboratory 
Leader. 

The West Michigan Conference Board of 
Discipleship is sponsoring such a lab School, 
June 22-27. at First United Methodist Church 
in Grand Rapids, 227 E. Fulton St. 

The school opens at 1:00 p.m .. Sunday, 
june 22, and closes with lunch on Friday, June 
27. Classes each day run from 9:00 a.m . to 
4:00 p .m. and are open only to people who 
can attend full time. There are two arrange­
ments for registrants: Resident students stay 
in the Davenport Business College apartments 
(next door to First Church) and they pay 
$45 .00 (including noon meals and four 
evening meals); Commuters within driving 
distance may stay nights at home. and their 
cost is $25.00 (including all noon meals and 
the Sunday evening meal). Fees include 
health and accident insurance. 

CLASSES AND LEADERS 
Nursery : Mrs. Mary Helen Thomas, 
Kalamazoo 
Kindergarten: Mrs. Linda Thompson. 
Lansing 
Elementary 1-II :Mrs Kathleen Phillips, 
Newark. Ohio 
Elementary III-IV: Mrs. Gloroa Downong, 
Brighton 
Elementary V-VI: Rev. & Mrs. Dow Cham­
bert a in . Portage 
lead Confirmation Traoning in the local 
church) Rev . Brooks Heck, Wauseon, Ohio 
Learning Center [Self-directed non-graded}: 
Mrs. Earl Sorenson. Fennville. (Previous 
experience requored ) 
Adult: Dr. John Lennon, lakewood, Ohio 
Seminar: Ai leen Sanborn. Nashville. 
Tennessee (This class os for persons interest­
ed in becoming certified lab leaders. These 
students also register for an age-level class 
Their fee is $50 and arrive earlier than other 
students. Two prevoous lab classes are 
required before attending a semonar ) 

The home church should help with some of 
the cost of the registrations. A few scholar­
ships are available for part of the cost. 
Contact your district office or d istrict child­
ren's coordinator. 

During this Lab School in the Parlors of First 
Church. Grand Rapids, at 7:30 p.m . on 
Tuesday evening, the Grand Rapids District is 
sponsoring a session on " Reviewing Children's 
Ministries in the local Church and Introduc­
ing the new Exploring The Bible Curriculum." 
This is expecially for Grand Rapids District 
local church Children's Coordinators, but is 
open to all Lab School students and all 
interested persons of the conference. No 
registration is required for this session . 

There are still some openings for Lab School 
but please act quickly and get registrations in. 
It would help the total church school program 
in your church to get one or two students in 
Lab School. Fill out the following application 
and mail with the fee. D 

---- - REGISTRATION FORM---­

WEST MICHIGAN LAB SCHOOL 

Mail to: Nancy Sparks, 227 E. Fulton St. 
Grand Rapids, MI . 49502 before june 1. 

Name: _______________________ __ 

Add res,._ ____________ _ 

Phone-- -------------

Home Churc '--------------------

Age __ Sex___Commuter __ Resodent___ 

Which c lass are you registermg for? 

_Nursery __ Sr Hogh 

__ Kindergarten __ Learnmg Center 

_Eiem 1- 11 _Adult 

_Eiem. II I-IV __ Confirmatoon 

_Eiem. V-VI __ Seminar 

_Jr High 

Housing and meal details are explaoned 
above. If a commuter, do you want evening 
meals at $2 50 each? _Mon __ Tues _Wed 

Sognatur>t:....---------------------

Dat•e----------------------------

Make Check for Full Amdunt Payable to: 
West Michigan Conference Treasurer 
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New Children's Curriculum 
The new Methodist curricu lum for children 

will provice an option for local churches. 
Beginn ing this fall. a new series of Bible 
studies for children will be available entitled 
"Discovering The Bible." The present " Chris­
tian Studies for Children" will be slightly 
revised and continued. The present take­
home story papers will be changed so they 
can be used with either series. Workshops 

------------------~ 

FREE HELPS 
If you would l ike a copy of any of the 

following materials, check them below, 
clip this coupon and mail to: 

West M i chigan Conference Hdqts. 
11 Fuller Ave., S.E. 

Grand Rapids, MI . 49506 
[One copy of any of these items will be 
sent f ree.] 
_ DISCIPLESHIP RESOURCES catalog 
_ Hunger packet and/or Hunger 

Envelopes 
_ Dis1rict Camp Brochure [ indicate 

which Distric I 
_ Choir Directors and Children's Choir 

Camp brochure 
_ Christian Teens Abroad brochure 
_5pecial Education Camp brochure 

[lor mentally impaired children and 
youth] 

_ Christian Athletic Camp brochure 
_ Senior High Backpack Camp 

brochure 
_ Insurance Application blank to cover 

local Church events 
_ Friendship Press catalog 
_Pianbook for Children 1975-76 
_ Pianbook for Youth 1975-76 
J lanbook for Adults 1975-76 
_ 1975 l ab School brochure 
_ l ead Couples' Family Camp Training 

brochure 
_ "You Can Teach Anywhere If Neces­

sary" [leaflet ] 
_Mission Control 1975-76 [Mission 

Projects of our Conference] 
_ HELPS for Christian Education In the 

l ocal Church 
_ Resource Catalog for Summertime 

Ministries 
FORECAST of United Methodist Cur­
riculum 

_Map to West Michigan Conference 
Camps 

_ To Be Alive In Mission 
_ "Once Upon a Time" [Stewardship 

leaflet] 
_ "Church and College -A Viable 

Partnership" 
_ "Disciples In Partnership" Advance 

Specials leaflet 
_ "Function and Fund: The 12 Black 

Colleges" 
_ "The lay Witness Mission" 
_school of Christian Mission Brochure 

Send to: 

Name _______________________ _ 

Address ____ ______ _ 

City ________ _Lip __ _ 

have been held in most Districts this spring to 
help local churches examine their total 
ministry to children and to introduce the new 
Bible study curriculum. Local churches are 
making the decision as to whether they want 
to stay with the present Christian Studies 
Series or if they want to use the new 
Discovering the Bible series. Churches not 
now using United Methodist curriculum 
material will want to seriously consider the 
new Bible study curriculum for chi ldren. 
Samples of the new materials will be avai lable 
in July and can be ordered on the fall 
curriculum order blank from Cokesbury. A 
few samples of the new curriculum will be 
available sooner than July from your District 
Children's Coordinator or from Conference 
Headquarters for short-term loan basis for 
preview purposes. 

In conjunction with Lab School (explained 
elsewhere in this edition). there wi ll be a 
session o n Tuesday evening, june 24 at 7:30 
p.m. in the parlors of First United Methodist 
Church, 227 E. Fulton St. . Grand Rapids for 
the purposes of reviewing the local church's 
ministry to children and introducing the new 
curriculum " Exploring the Bible." Th is is 
especially for churches of the Grand Rapids 
District. but is open to all Lab School students 
and to all interested persons and churches of 
the Conference. No registration is required; 
just come. 

Family Christmas Kits 
An article by Dorothy Copeland. Associate 

in Christian Education at Central United 
Methodist Church, l ansing, will appear in the 
July issue of The Church School magazine, a 
United Methodist resource for church school 
administrators. 

Mrs Copeland's article, " Family Christmas 
K1ts." describes materials that families can put 
together at home as part of family worship. 
Her church has sold kits for making Advent 
wreaths or Nativity wall hangings, and one 
that includes grow1ng a few wheat seeds and 

assembling a manger scene. Some of the kits 
contam pnnted matenals that the workers 
have written 

"We made one hundred banner kits. sold 
them promptly, and could have sold many 
mQre at $1 50 (actual cost) They reached into 
many homes. and were even sent to other 
towns. This year people report putting them 
together a gam Many. many churches have 
taken up th1s 1dea. writes Mrs. Copeland. 

Another act1vity her church sponsors is " Sip 
'n' Smg," an Advent fellowship program. Each 
Sunday, persons are 1nvited to the dining 
room for juiCe, coffee, rolls or doughnuts, and 
carol singmg for half an hour 

Mrs Copeland hopes other churches w ill 
take up this project and pass the1r 1deas along 
to her. she will be glad to give them her 
information on the church's experiences 

We Got More 
Than W e Gave 

I t is interesting to note that the W~t 
Michigan Annual Conference received more 
than it gave in 1974 from the United 
Methodist Student Loan and Scholarsh1p 
program. 

The West M ich igan Student Day Offertn! 
received in our conference in 1974\\a; 
$4,042.98. Actually, college students of oor 
Conference received 4 scholarships amount· 
ing to $2,000. In addition, 23 Umted 
Methodist young people from our Conference 
received $12,220 in stud ent loans that made11 
possible for them to get their education 

I t is interesting to note that this Umted 
Methodist Loan Fund is the oldest and large~! 
of its k ind in the United States. It has been I' 
existence fo r 102 years; it has helped 01er 
140,000 persons achieve their educat1onJ' 
goals. It has approximately 14,000 open 
accounts. The scho larship program is over Jll 
years young but has been a blessmg IC 
approximately 15,000 persons. 

When we hold our Student Day (somehn't 
in june usually) and receive the spe<·l 1 

offering. we can feel a part of this " hok 
procedure and remember that in 1974 our 0111 

young people received more than we ga1~ ' 
that year. 

Meet Paul 
We want you to meet the new member (II 

the Con ference Support Staff . H1s name ·• 
Paul Uzel . Paul's prime assignment IS to seM 
the Learn ing Resource Center at Conferen(t 
Headquarters. although he will carr\ othlf 

Paul Uzel 

team assignments as do all of our staff 1 
Paul is equipped for the job as he 110<~'" 

with audio-visuals · at Ca lvin Seminaf\ ~ ; 
background is d eep e nough that he ' : ., 
expertly handle our audio-v isual eqUJ pn~ 
and the films. filmstrips and tapes thJI ~· 
have in the library can be properly cart>d f,, 

Pau l is a member of the Christian Reforll", 
Church and is at present taking a coupk c 
years out of his prep aration for 1t' s n11n 1 •l~', 
He has l ived in Grand Rapids for the p.1<t • 
years out of his preparation for its mml>t''. 
He has lived in Grand Rapids for the p,1<l ·• 
years after l iving formerly in Florida and"'.'· 
j ersey . His wife, Joyce, is a Zeeland, M1ch•! 
child in july. 

After severa l months of trying to f 1nd t1.c 
right comb ination of help for the Lt' ,ur ( 
Resource Center. we feel that in Paul \~e hJ' t 
this help . We are happy to say that a1.a1n '\· 
can serve you fro m 8 :30a .m to 5.()() p m '11 
invi te you to cont inue to use your catal<*· 
(1974) when orderi ng by mail from I'· 

church; we also inv ite you to meet P..tul i . 
let him help you in m aking use of the Ltwr 
Resource Center to enrich your mm1stn 
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~Dwight E l 1hO donha • oder, Mrs. Ethel Rider, Mrs. Frances Davies and Dr. John Mulder (left to 
rd hats for a tour o f the construction and renovation of the facilities at Boulevard 

Lu Temple Home, Detroit. 
ncheo G 

Boule~ n uests Tour 
e.1~~op ~~ Temple Home 

t~~ Fau and ~~-t Loder and john M ulder, 
It ~·nAnn A ~an Boersma o f the execut ive 
~"<Ya rd Tern' 

1
or, were lunch eon guests of 

~'Oot, on A ~ e United Methodist Home, 
~bishop -!e"1 30. Seated at th e table w ith 
'" 101 the Res~~ Mrs. Frances Davies, p resi­
•:· Preside~t-ents Council, and M rs. Ethel 
~~e . elect, both residents of the 

~er lunch, lrv· 
-~ ~led the g tng Crisman, administ rator, 
11g_. the faciJ~~up on a to ur of the renova­

''dtn'"depend~•es ,_ ~hich include assisted 
• and atriu nt h.v•~g, nursing care, roof 

rn dtntng room. 

College Receives Telescope 
Built by Former Methodist 

A celestial telescope, built by the late lloyd 
H . Sp rinkle of Livonia, a former member of 
the Rice Memorial Church, Detroit, was dedi­
cated recently in the physics department of 
Northern Michigan University, Marquette. 

The Newtonian telescope with a 12-inch re­
flector has been named the Sprinkle Memor­
ial Telescope and the observatory at NMU 
also has been named in honor of Mr. 
Sp rin kle. The te lescope has a special 
equitoral mount on it with a motor clock drive 
guiding contro ls. This enables it to automati­
cally t rack a celestial object in orbit. 

~to..,bin CHILDREN'S CHOIR FESTIVAL 
t, dren• ed ch . . 

llld s Choi Otrs from 13 Grand Rapids District United M ethodist churches presented a 
~~~ ~Pids F{~estival M ay 4 in the Grandville Church which sponsored the event with the 
:'t I~Uo ~'~atiOttai t Church. Dr. Rob erta Bitgood from First Congregational Church of Battle 
~!~~~ llling en ly known composer, organist, teacher, and clinician, was the guest conductor. 
-'lit~ e, 8urtolltches were rep resented by the approximately 200 participants: Adamsville, 

00 lJnity n Heights, Chapel Hill, Fennville, Grand Rapids First , Grandville, Griggs St., 
" ~'~der't~Orthlawn, Sp arta, Trinity and Westgate. The Bell Choir of First Church, 

e direction of Richard DeVinney, also performed one number. 

The instrument was mounted on the 
Sprinkle property for many years and Mrs. 
Sprinkle says " it gaYe pleasure, instruction 
and new fields of vision to many people." 

At age 83, Mrs. Sp rinkle is still actively in­
vo lved at Rice as the Health and Welfare Con­
cerns chairperson. Although arthritis keeps 
her most ly confined to her home, she carries 
out her work through creative card-writing 
and telephoning. Mr. Sprinkle, one of the 
midwest's leading optics experts, died in 
1973. 

Community Honors 
Rev. Richard Selleck 

The Urban League of Greater M uskegon, 
through a committee of citizens, selects a 
person each year who has made the most out­
standing contribution to better inter-g roup 
relations and toward the league's goal of 
" Equal Opportunity for All." The person 
selected is given the Jonathan Walker Award. 

Rev. Richard A. Selleck, pastor of the Tem­
ple United Methodist Church in M uskegon 
Heights since 1970, was the recipient this 

year. The presentation was made April 17 at 
the annual Urban League dinner which was 
held in the Walker Arena banquet room (see 
accompanying picture). 

M r. Selleck has made community involve­
ment a large part of his ministry. He is a 
member of the chaplains' advisory committee 
for the Michigan State Department of Correc­
tion; the NAACP, serving as executive board 
member of that organization in 1974; and the 
lay committee that directs " Mission for Area 
Peop le (M.A.P.). He was one of the founders 
and a director for the Michigan organization, 
Citizens to Advance Public Education, and 
was the recipient of the West Michtgan An­
nual Civil Liberties Award in 1969. 

Temple Church is a predominantly white 
congregation in a predominantly black 
neighborhood. Mission for Area People is lo­
cated in a part o f the building and this brings 
several hundred neighborhood p eople inside 
the doors. M r. Selleck's attitude is one which 
brings together the people of the community 
and the people of the congregation in a 
strong, loving fellowsh ip. 

The Temple congregation is especially 
proud because Mr. Selleck is the second 
Temple pastor to receive this award. Rev. 
Verner E. Kilgren was the recipient In 1969. 
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- News from the Churches <Continued! --------------------------

CONFIRMATION CLASS 
Youth were confinned o n May 18 at th e Rice M emorial United Methodist Church, Detroit, by 
the pastor, Rev. Donna J. lindberg. The new members standing in front of their pastor, left to 
right, are: Belinda Brown, Mark Bone, Janice Kettunen, Deborah Laura, Michael Wesenberg 

and Mary Joan Ritter. 

Earns Highest Honor ship compet it ion. Carin plans to attend 
Adrian College in the fall, majoring in biology. 

Carin Payne, daughter o f Rev. and Mrs. W il· 
liam Payne of Paw Paw and president of the 
UMYF, is the vale· 
dicto rian at the local 
h ig h sc hool. H e r 
school activities in· 
eluded membership 
in the National Hon· 
o r Society, Q uill and 
Scroll, Varsity Choir, 
and Student Council. 
She was class treas-
urer three years and . 
ass isted with the Cann 
school newspaper, The Tribal News. She re­
ceived the DAR Good Citizen Award and was 
a semi-finalist in the National Merit Scho lar-

Several Honored at Banquet 
Several mothers and the oldest daughter 

were honored w ith potted plants at the f i fth 
annual mother-daughter banq uet held in the 
Kingsley Church on May 8. Following a pot­
luck dinner in the educational b uilding, 
group singing was enjoyed. 

The program, held in the sanctuary, in­
cluded entertainment by the Joyful Noise 
singing group from the Emmanuel United 
M ethodist Church in Trave rse City. 

All mothers also were honored with cor­
sages during the regular morning worship 
service. The oldest mother received a rose. 

RECEIVED INTO MEMBERSHIP 
Young p eop le received into the membership of the Embury United M ethodist Church, 
Birmingham , o n M arch 23, were, left to right: M ark Knight, Philip Vici, M elanie Croswell, Peter 
W illis and Thomas Hartkopf. The pastors are Rev. Thomas P. Macaulay (left), and Rev. ). 

Douglas Parker. 

Announces Youth Director 
Dan Crabtree, fo rmerly of l exington, Ky 

w ho ho lds a B.A. d egree in education f~ 
the University of Kentucky, is the new youdll 
direc tor at the Bethlehem United Method st 
Church, Flint , Rev . Roland Brooks, pastor. 

Dan 
Crabtree 

Fo r the p ast two and one-half years M r 
Crabt ree has worked at the Red Bird M ission 
i n so utheastern Kentucky serving as bus 
driver, teacher, youth leader and basketb. 
coach . He has been active in the l ay Wi tnE"!' 
Mission program and in several summer 
youth camps. His main interests are sporb 
p iano, so ng-wri t ing, counseling and hiking 

The Meldon Crawford• 
Are Honored at Retirement 

Rev. and Mrs. Meld o n Crawford of Vem Of' 
were h onored at a retirement party hosted~ 
the Verno n and Bancroft United Method ' ' 
churches on Sunday, M ay 18. Mr. Cra\\1on.l 
w ill re ti re this m o nth at the session ofthe De­
troit Annual Co nference. 

About 150 guests gathered in the Felto"­
ship Hall o f the Ve rno n ch urch for a coo~r ;t-

Rev. and Mrs. M eld o n E. Crilwiortl 

tive d inner and social hour. A short infurm 
p rogram w as conducted w hen gifts wei'\! p· 
sented and guests were given an oppOrtlw 
to exte nd best w ishes to the reti ring cour 

Guests included Rev. Paul Blomquist r 
D istrict superintendent, f riends from th(' "'-'' 
churches, and f riends from D urand, O"o" 
Wayn e, Gladstone, Fenton, Marquette . , 
D rayton Plains. A poster w as on displtl\ . h ~ 
ligh ting the many churches M r . Crawford i 
served during his 4{) years in the minist r. " ' 
fresh ments were served follow ing a pros•-

The Crawfords will reside at 413 Clu t, 
Street , Ve rnon, and the ir pho ne numt..,· 
S17-28B-4{)24. 

MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN ADVOCA 
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NEW MEMBERS 
w persons were received into the Portage 
Prairie Church, Niles, by the pastor, Rev. 
Gordon Everett (center), on May 11. The new 
~~embers are David Tallman, Linda Siewert, 
4nneHa Marie Hostetler and Alan Duane 

Hostetler. 

4salstant Administrator 
Resigns at Clark Home 

[ 

~ck Laing, assistant administrator in charge 
cfpersonnel at Clark Home, resigned April23 
i':er having served six years. For several 
r-onths previous to the arrival of Mr. A. P. 

r 

l'ellcy, Mr. Laing was acting administrator. 
lJrs. Mildred Squires, who for 25 years served 
il dining room hostess, has now retired. In 
•ttognition of her years of service she was 
;·esented with a corsage, accompanied w ith 
...,rds of appreciation by Administrato r Velky, 
a the April birthday luncheon. At the annual 

I t...ards dinner she received a 2S·year pin. 
JJ·s. Squires is residing at Clark Home. 

Clark Home Choir is now robed through 

I
··~ generosity of O livet Church, Grand 
f~. Thirty-three silver-colored robes with 
VQIII and brown stoles, beautifully dry­
ou ned, were given to the Home and worn 
"'' the first time in the chapel service on April 
~ 

Mrs. john Powell reviewed " First Ladies" by 
!.r,t Barzman at the May meeting of the Pen­
f; n Club. A colored film on Califo rnia and its 
iotural resources was shown in the chapel 
~.pril 18 and on April23 travelogue pictures of 
l~co were shown and narrated by W . D. 
frankforter, curator o f the Grand Rapids Pub-
• Museum. 
Local schools frequently p rovide musical 

~rograms for the residents. On May 9, 110 
Qlf Grand Rapids junior High School stu­
Clents under the direction of Charles Bertsch 
t~g " joseph and the Amazing Technico lor 
fJteam Coat" (Webber-Rice) with harp, 
llrums, guitar and organ accompaniment. An 
r 1ening concert on May 14 by the Grand 
~plds Recreation Department Symphonette 
,~ another enjoyable musical event . 

Twenty-seven children from Jenison Chris­
t 4n School visited the Home on a recent af­
ternoon. Working in the Baker-Kendrick 
Jtoom with scissors, paste and construction 
p4Jler, they created some large-scale , cutout, 
. aper !lower decorations for the walls of the 
~ nmg rooms. 

Members of the Junior High Youth .Fellow-

. UI4E 5, 1975 

ship o f Trinity Church, Grand Rapids, enter­
tained their " honorary grandparents" of Clark 
Home with a potluck supper on Sunday eve­
ning, April 27, and a program of singing. 

Speakers at recent chapel services have 
been Rev. Darwin E. Salisbury, Ho lland; Dr. 
Wayne Fleenor, Albion; Rev. David. Yoh, 
North Muskegon; Rev. Howard E. Holmes, 
Portland; Rev. Theron E. ·Bailey and Layman 
john E. DeRoos, Wyoming; and Rev. Ronald 
Fassett and Rev. Robert L. Hinklin Jr., Grand 
Rapids. 

come from various local churches. A recent 
election held by the group resulted in the fol­
lowing slate of officers for 1975-76: president, 
Mrs. Thomas Pollard ; vice-president, Mrs. 
Clifford Phillips; secretary, Mrs. D. M . John· 
son ; treasurer, Mrs. Albertus Willet; and his-
torian, Mrs. Henry Ball. · 

Recent deaths include Rev. Lowell McCarty, 
Hastings, on April 22 and Mrs. Grace Thorson, 
Sparta, on May 1. 

New members of the Home are Mrs. 

Clark Ho me is served in various capacities 
each Tuesday afternoon by a much ap­
preciated group called the volunteers. They 

Corinne Webb, Mrs. Gertrude Harm~r. Mrs. 
Clara Rugg, all of Grand Rapids, Mrs. Ruth 
Pellett, Ho lland, and Miss Marjorie Smith, 
Lansing. 

lfl'nernber 
them with 

BOOKS FOR 
GRADUATION 

fJOm Cokesbury 

~~:, , I 

'• 
YOU THE GRADUATE by Harold J. Drown. Words of wisdom, 
inspiration, and guidance for your special graduate. Abingdon. 

$3.50 

DOUBLEDAY DICTIONARY. For home, school, and office use with 
85,000 new, clear definitions based on the language of the 1970's. 
Doubleday .. .. .. ........................ . .... S5.95 

Thumb-indexed S6.95 
WHEN YOU GRADUATE by Charles L. Allen and Mouzon Biggs. 
Principles to inspire the graduate to seek new paths and gain new 
experiences. Fleming H. Revell ...... .. .. . .......... S2.95 

STAND UP TO LIFE by Donald E. Wildmon. A man's reflections and 
advice on life's demands, problems, and possibilities. Abingdon. 

$3.95 

These are just a few of the granuation gift books at 

to America since 1789 

2101 Woodward 
Detroit, Michigan 4820 1 
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Conversing in front of one of the bannert ~ 
the n ew library at the Flint Hope Church,~ 
to right, are : Rev. Howard Childs, Mrs.~ 

Vierow and Mr. James Randels. 

and James Rand els, husband of Georgia~.,. 
d els w h o was a faithful m ember o f the chu·111 
and in w hose m em ory the l ibrary was n~ 
Since her prime interest was children. t"-! 
emphasis of the l ibrary w ill be child"~' 
books. 

After the church service, open house~~ 
held in the l ibrary and refreshments ""' 
served . 

WELCOMES SPANISH-SPEAKING PASTOR 
Supplies Are Delivered 
To Missions in Kentucky 

Rev. D. R. Salisbury, minister of the Holland First Church, welcomes Rev. and Mrs. Anselmo 
Munoz and their two-year-old daughter, Rebecca. Rev. Munoz of Columbia, South America, is 
serving as pastor of the Spanish-speaking congregation of the Holland church. He received his 
m inisterial diploma in 1969 following five years of study in a Columbian Bible school . After 
working w ith an evangelistic team and as a full-time pastor, he and his family moved to the 

Rev. and M rs. Do nald Brown of the Al"~· 
and Unio nville ch urch es, accompanied h 
Inez Frent , Beth Partlo and Ellen Berl'), ~~­
ered supplies co llected by the two church(, 
to the Red Bird M issio n and Henderson ~~f 
tlement in Kentucky in Apri l. 

United States two years ago w ith a resident visa. 

ORGANIST RETIRES 
The First United Methodist Church in West 
Branch honored Mrs. Sam Hanson at a coffee 
hour on Sunday, May 4. Mrs. Hanson has 
been the organist an d is now retiring. She was 
presented with a cake, flowers and a gift f rom 
the choi r and the congregation. The presenta­
tion was made by Rev. Howard Higgins (left) 

and choi r diredor, David Longfield. 

14 

New Library Is Dedicated 
The congrega ti o n of Hope Uni t ed Arriving at the Red Bi rd M issio n in ltn~k' 

Methodist Church, Flint, Rev. Howard Childs, supper, they visited the ho spital that e\'el\i•; 
pasto r , d edi cated the Georgia Rand els and the school the next day before go'll!1~ 
Memorial Library, April 27. The new lib rary Henderson Settlement for a tour of the "to· 
was a recent project of Children's Council. In the re. 
the dedication service, Linda Vie row, librarian Th ese two missions p rovide class roar-, 
and chairman of the Library Committee, pre- textbooks and supplies and the count\ PI• 
sented a book from the library to Arlene Lan- the teachers' salaries in an area whert t 
n ing, co-ordinato r of the Children's Counci l, counties w ill not b uild schools. As part otr· 

Rev. Donald Brown, Mrs. Brown, Inez Frent, Beth Partlo and Ellen Be rry (left to right) p~ 
to leave for Henderson Settlement and the Red Bird Mission with clothing and kitchen uttn~ 

from the Akron and Unionville churches. 
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rducational work, the missions also teach 
uatts to both children and adults. These arti­
~ are then marketed w ith the help of the 
~ion, adding to the inco me of the families. 

lite group did some sightseeing in the 
berland Gap area before returning 

trolt Conference Retirees 
Plan Fellowship Meal June 5 

Did you know that the Detroit Conference 
·1ees' Association includes 187 retired 
· ters and their wives, and 140 ministers' 

s? The mailing list numbers 324, and 
are scattered throughout 25 states - half 
United States - and Canada. M any of 

"tie retirees live part of each year in Florida 
., Arizona, and the other part of the year in 
Vdligan. More of them live p ermanently in 

Dr. 
David M. 

Jordan 

l~rtda than in any o ther state o utside of 

<higan. 
The associat ion is not highly org~nized . The 

··~ office rs at present are prestden t, Rev. 
~lia c. jo rdan, and secretary-t reasurer, 
;,., William I. Rosemurgy. A vice president 
•l.be added this Con ference. The purpose 

the association is mainly to develop and 
' •ntain a more closely knit fellowship 
tliong the retirees, and to cooperate with 
i\1 ive encouragement to the Conference 
-o!gh the Conference Board of Pensions to 

>~mde as adequately as possible for their 

I 
knsion needs. Next Conference year a rep­
'!lent.1tive of the asoociatio n will b e permit­
"'~ to meet with the Conference Board of 

I 110sions in at least one of their meetings, not 
.a member o f the Board (prohibited by the 
~{ip/lnel, but ~>n ly for the purpo se of com-
mication, en lightenment, and better un­

._r1tanding in working toward a common 
t~. 

.a.n annual report is submitted by the presi-
1 to the Conference. It appears in the 

''~-Conference reports mailed to each pastor 

l
·<j ~y member o f the Con ference, and sub­

ltquently in the Conference journal. 
Ounng this conference year a letter was 
.,1 by the association officers before 
' 'r" tmas to all retirees. Responses to that 

•er resulted in the mailing of a Newsletter 
·,e t11st) to all prior to Easter, w ith the idea of 

I •·mtmuing such mailings, possibly more fre· 
.~t~~tly 1n the future, sho~ld the association 

I 

~~ d~ire. Appreciative and favorable expres-

1 

;n, of such a plan have already been re-
1~tved. 

At the Annual Conference a fellowship 

1 
~··al , wtth business meeting and program, is 

l Jtme 5. 1975 

planned. At that time the o fficers are elected. 
This yea r the fellowship meal will be at noon 
of Thursday, june 5. The speaker for the pro­
gram will be, Dr. David M. Jordan of Detroit, 
the first Negro minister to retire from the De­
troit Conference. His topic w ill be " Once a 
Preacher Always a Preacher." Rev. and Mrs. 
Roger Merrell, also retirees, will provide spe­
cial music. 

Activities of the retirees are va ried and 
many. Some are pastoring churches as retired 
supplies in Michigan, Arizona and Hawaii. 
There are those who are shut in for health 
reasons, and some must reside in convales­
cent and rest homes. Several reside in the 
United Methodist Homes in Chelsea and De­
troit and many of these are still active. 

In the retirees of the Detroit Conference 
there can be found a rich resource for the 
Church of Jesus Christ. Are they being used 
to the fullest of their capactiy to serve? 

MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN ASHRAM 
'\. June 26-29 

S;JMPSON PARK CAMP 
~orth West of Romeo, Michigan 

.. . . . Evangelist ..... 
Rev. Gordon C. Hunter -Richmond Hill, Ontario 

..... Bible Teacher ..... 
Rev. Gary Forbes - Frankfort, Indiana 

Registration Deadline June 15 
Space and facilities are available for those persons desiring to use campers, trailers or 

tents at the Ashram. 

For rates and information contact: 
Rev. Ralph T. Barteld, Registrar 

P. 0. Drawer L, Mayville, Mich. 48744 

~ - . -

8{r/ft:,:,Jdtt t{Sp/mrlor THIS SHOULD BE SHELVED* 
... ' .. · 

Endless Line of Splendor has 
• t 6 additional pages 
• 22 new stories, written by 

co-author Webb Garrison 
• nearly all of Halford E. 

Luccock's anecdotes 
• 10 new brush drawings by 

Lynd Ward, the original artist 

Endless Line of Splendor will be 
• stimulating reading for you 
• a thoughtful gift for 

relative and friend 
• a rich resource for 

confirmation ·classes 
• a memento for your 

observance of the 
Bicentennial, acknowledging 
the role of our demomlnatlon 
In American history. 

Endless Line of Splendor 
A book beloved by thousands­
long out of print-is now avail­
able again. New readers will be 
enchanted by the 1975 Edition! 
Those who remember an earlier 
version will find this enlarged ac­
count even more inspirational. 

•wo apologize for the pun, but we must brag about the " product." 

UNITED METHODIST COMMUNICATIONS 
1200 Davis Street 
Evanston, Illinois 60201 

Please send me 

___ _ copies of Endless Line of Splendor. $1.25 each. 

$ ___ _ ·total enclosed 

Name ____ ______________________ ___ 

Add~sa_ ________________ ________ __ 

----------------------------~lp _ _ __ __ 
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dimensions of Christian life and witness. 

------------------------- Rev. Gary Forbes, who will be the 8i 

REV. DAN MILES, pastor of the Alden and 
Central Lake United Methodist churches, has 
been nominated to appear in the 1975 edition 
o f Outstanding Young Men of America. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis lamb 

JANET MARIE, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. 
Merlin K. Delo of the Hesperia-Ferry Charge, 
and MR. DENNIS LAMB were united in mar­
riage on Saturday, May 10. The 7:00 p .m. 
ceremony was performed in the Hesperia 
United M ethodist Church . 

REV. AND MRS. ADOLF BERGMAN of Bad 
Axe observed their 20th wedding anniversary 
May 20. A reti red member of the Detroit Con· 
terence , Mr. Bergman served Methodist 

LINER 

II Pays to Advertise in the Advocate 
Ad voca1e ads brmg results Uner ads cost only $1 .00 per ltne 
or part thereof, 80 cents per line for tdenflcal ads a tter the 
f irs t en try D•splay ads begm at $7 SO a colum n •nch. Wute the 
Advocate at 316 Spnngbrook , Adr•an 49221 fo r more mtor· 
mat1on 

CABIN FOR RENT -Bear Lake. Kalkaska County, sleeps 
eigh t , modem. big fireplace. metal boat. sundeck woth pic­
nic tab le, good swimming, $120 per week. H.C. Feeman, 107 
B randywine, Lansing, M ich. 48906. 

RELIGIOUS BOOKS PURCHASED- Any soze lobraoy Send 
list. or w rtt e for details. Boker Book House. Dept MA. 
Grand Rapids. Michigan 49506 

A CHALET FOR RENT - on beau t iful Lake Louise. Three 
beclrooms, sleepo olx . Electric hoat with three separate 
thermostats. Two decka w ith a beautiful view. Good beach 
with d ock and 14 ' row boat. Inquire Lynn E. Morvin, 2150 
Price Rd., At. 13. Midland, Michigan 48840. (51 7) 687·2569. 

TREMENDOUS BIBLE PILGRIMAGE TOUR - Ten days oil 
In Israel - Jorusolem. Bothlohom, Galilee, Jaffa. Tel Aviv. 
Alhkelon , Ashdod, ol e.- $900. Loaveo Detroit Oct. 20. Call 
or write for brochures. JoAn Gelb, 20076 Avon SL. Ootrolt. 
Michigan 48219. Phone: 313·53S-4110 

FOR SALE - Beautiful rocroal lon land, Chippewa Lake 
ar•. M ocosto County, 320 acres (or 40 aero parcels); mostly 
woocsed: lake on two ak:tos; s tream across property: good 
hunting, rlah lng, snowmobiling. airstrip possible~ by owner: 
1091o down 616-734-5717 

FOR SALE - Chippewa Lake (Mecosta Co.) watertrontlo ta: 
aafo, aecure Investmen t l o r summer anc:t relirement homes 
Bulldln9 reatrlcUo na; n on--commercial uncrowded area, 
low-rate finan c ing: choice or Iota. H. J. RoethllstMtrger. 
Evan , Ml 8 16-734·5717 
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churches 26 years in Europe before coming to 
the United States in 1946 where he was pastor 
of chu rches in both the Upper and l ower 
Peninsulas. Fo llowing his retirement in 1965, 
he served for two years in the Kentucky Con· 
ference. He is currently active in personal 
evangelism in Huron County. M rs. Bergman, 
nee Hazel McKay, taught school fo r some 25 
years. A native o f Croswell, she has served as 
a licensed l ocal Preacher on the Port Huron 
District, and also as an evangelistic p ianist. 

WELCOME 
the members of the Banfield United 
Methodist Church, the newest con· 
gregatlon to join the Advocate's 
" Every Member Family Subscription 
Plan." 

Ashram to Be Held 
At Simpson Park 

The Michigan Christian Ashram will con· 
vene June 26-)une 29 at Simpson Park in 
Romeo. 

The Ash ram movement, founded by Dr. E. 
Stanley Jones, has become world-wide and is 
a retreat from the work-a-day world in which 
one gains spi ri tual inspiration and growth. 

Rev. Gordon C. Hunter of Richmond Hill 
Ontario, will be evangelist fo r the retreat. Au: 
thor of the book, When the Walls Come Tumb­
lin ' Down, M r. Hunter is a member of the 
executive committee of the World Ashram 
movement, has been chai rman o f National 
Project of Evangelism, and is presently in­
volved in " Christian Discovery," an open­
concept program designed to discover new 

ADS 

FOR RENT - Modern laketront cottage In lovely area near 
Grayl ing. Sloops eight Boat Included. Phone LaRues. (31 3) 
483-1417, aher 6 p m 

NEED A LITTLE MONEY? Vacations, school, car. boat -
any worthy purpose Ask us about cheap money. Ootrolt 
Methodist Conference Credit Union, 11 17E Palms Bldg., De­
troot , MI. 48201. (313) W0-53232. 

FOR REm - Cottage at Afe Lake. Sleeps five. Aluminum 
boat, sandy beach. $75.00 a week. Open datos f rom June 26 
to July 26. Contact : Rev. Eldlns. 518 Chapin St .. Cadillac, 
Mich. ~9601 . Phone; ns-7642 

FOR REm - In June end July. Lake Lou lao cabin. Vacation 
In beau ty and home comfort. Wall furnace. fi replace, gar· 
bago dlspooal, boal. Sleeps alx. A. M. Treneoy, 1970 B loom­
field, Okemos, Mich. Phone 517-3-49.0173. Aher June 15, 
1619 Vlncennoo, Sun Ci ty Cenlor, Fla. 33570. 

FOR SALE - Ono (1) pulpit, communion roll, a ltar, and le"" 
turn. Also, Included Ia a framowork that goos In boc k of the 
alter holding a volvot drapo. Tho drape Ia a lao Included. This 
Is about 13 yeero old and Ia In blond oak . The price Is $650 
complete. May bo soon at Manistee United Methodist 
Church, 387 Arwt Street, Manistee. Michigan 49660. Phone: 
723--n96. Pictures aro avaflablo upon requost. 

A CHRISTIAN STEWARD provodes lor Christian cauoos far 
into futu re years through annuity and bequests, adm 1n i.s· 
ta red by the Un11ec:l Meth0d11t Foundat iOn o f M tch1gan. 
Remember tho agenc.a1 and lnst1tut•on.s ot the Mich1gan 
Area 1n your w•ll Fo r assiStance. wrlto Uni ted Methodist 
Foundahon o f MK:h •gan Bernard R Shashaguay. sec­
retary ·p 0 B ox 6247 , Grand Rap1ds. M 1ch lgan 49506. 
(formerly MethodiSt Foundation of M ichigan . Dot roil, 
Mlchtgon) 

teacher, is pastor of St. Matlhew Uni•e 
Methodist Church in Frankfort, Indiana. N:. 
tive in youth and evangelistic work, he sen~ 
on the executive committee of his Con~e­
ence Council on Ministries. He has taught .1 

Hunting ton College in the area of New Te;. 
l ament and for the last two years has bee< 
active in the Ashram movement. 

Registrat io n deadline is June 15. Space a~. 
facilities are available fo r those persons des • 
ing to use campers, trailers or tents. The~.,. 
trar is Rev. Ralph T. Barteld , P.O. Drawer L 
Mayville, M ich . 48744. 

WELCOME 
the m embers of the Belding United 
Methodist Church, the newest con­
gregation to join the Advocate's 
" Council on Ministries Subacrlpllon 
Plan." 

Classes on Liberation 
Theology to Be 
Offered at Pontiac 

The New School of Religion (a joint ~ent\m 
with M arygrove College) announces an e' 
ing and unique summer experience 
theological study w ith some of the leado 
scho lars in liberat ion theology. This \ N 
theme is Religion at the Crossroads: To•~ 
a Liberating Theology, and will pro"~ 
studen ts w ith the p ersonal instruction o t 
renowned scho lars as Gustavo Gutiel'1'-t~ 
Dom Sebastian M oore, james Cone, P , 
Way and Charles Davis. 

The New School o f Religon, sponsot'('d b 
St. Basil 's Cente r, is a sp ecial kind of eru 
ical institution. It is a community e•peril"'C 
for person s of various denominations "~" a 
inte rested in t he study and research ot • 
gious experience and practice, theologtt.~l 
f lection and d ialogue in a community St>tt 
The courses offer a unique learning e~ 
ence fo r ministe rs, theologians and tt-Jd.,to 
o f religious educat ion and others " ho art> 
volved in p rofession al Christian min "t 
Academic cred it w ill be given for the cou 
in coop eration w ith M arygrove College 

Th is summer's schedule of courses IS .1' 

lows: 
j une 23 - july 4: Charles Dn"i'­

wardness and Po litics: The Tension ot a., . • 
tian living." July 7 - 11 : Gustavo Gutierr(': 
" The Christian Response to the Third \ \ o~, 
j uly 14 - 18: Peggy Way - " Women 
Church and the Gospel of liberation." Jul\ _ 
25: Dom Sebastian M oore - "Christ ond t 
eration Th eology." Ju ly 28 - AUg. I . I 
Co ne - " liberation ; Theory and Pra'i' 

Participants can take the full sh-\\ 
course o r the particular course 01 \ ! 
cho ice. However, the number of pant< op..; 

WELCOME 
the members of the Holland Unl~ 
Methodist Church, the neweat con­
greg ation to join the Ad vocate· a 
" Administrat ive Board Subscription 
Plan. 

MICHIGAN CHRISTIAN ADVOCA 
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is limited to 70 persons. For further informa­
l on and registration please call or wirte: New 
School of Religion, 3990 Giddings Road, Pon­
b.lc, Michigan 48075. Phone- (313) 373-5474. 

WELCOME 
tilt members of the East Lansing 
University and Sunfield United 
Methodist churches, the newest con­
gregations to join the Advocate's 
' 'Ten Percent Subscription Plan." 

JEKEL MOVING & STORAGE CO. 
Atont for (:: 

NORTH AMERICAN VAN LINES 
Tho GENTLEmen of the moving industry. 

40$ 36th St. SE., Grand Rapids, Michigan -49508 
Tolepllono 24$-2134 Cell Collec1 

FOR PERSONALIZED 
MOVING SERVICE 

Palmer 
Moving & 

Storage Co. 
Top Quality Service 

Since 1910 
Agent - northAmerican 

Van Lines 
Call Collect 
313/689-2090 

Troy, Michigan 48084 
313/582-8100 

De•rborn, Michigan 48126 
313/771-7930 

Detroit, Michigan 48213 

Please Notice: 
A ll mai l sent to the Port Huron District 
office should have P.O . Box 1025 added 
to the address. 

By 
~~~:!. Arnold Carl Westphal 

Any 5 books 

$10.00 postpaid 

Ask for 2 sample chapters 
Send stamp 

VISUAL EVANGELS 
1401 OHIO ST. 

lllctlpn City, lid. 41380 

MOVING? 

MILNE BROS.,INC 

DIAL 
799-5750 

Area Code 517 (Collect) 
Saginaw, Mich. 

Agent Allied Van Lines 

MINISTER M 0 vI N G SPECIALIST 

CALL 

COLLECT 

DAYS 

JIHONE 577-793-8000 ( li~ES) 
STEVENS 

121 5. Niagara Van Lines, Inc. 

;Ut<E 5. 1975 

11 
OFFICES 

& 
VAN 

FLEETS 

HITES 

792·4046 642·5158 
781-1)()79 753-9327 

Saginaw 

YOUR 

COKES BURY 
BOOKSTORE 

IS AT THE 
DETROIT AND 

WEST 
MICHIGAN 
ANNUAL 

CONFERENCES 

AT 
THE DETROIT 
CONFERENCE 

YOU WILL FIND US 
NEXT TO 
DAWSON 

AUDITORIUM 

AT 
WEST MICHIGAN 

CONFERENCE 
YOU WILL FIND US 

IN THE CHOIR ROOM 
UNDER 

GOODRICH CHAPEL 

2101 Woodward Avenue 
Detroit, Mlc:hlpn 48:101 

Telephone 962-32211 
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SUPERSHIP 

By Noel Mostert 

O NE of the least heralded but great­
est predicaments of our time is the 

development of the huge oil tankers de­
signed principally to haul oil between the 
Persian Gulf, Europe and Japan. Fortunately 
t he continental shelf prohibits any of these 
behemoths getting near the United States. 
The post-world-war conversion of Japan and 
Europe from coal-produced energy to oil 
has sparked the development o f this type of 
ship. There are 350 million tons of sh ipping 
today over 200,000 tons, 35 million of that is 
over 400,000, and plans are afoot to build 
tankers of over o ne million tons. 

You realize a tanker of 200,000 tons is 
o n e-quarter of a mile long and wider than a 
football field . The crude oil it carries is suffi­
cient to provide energy to a city of 40,000 for 
one year. These ungainly giants a~e not even 
refe rred to as sh ips but VLCC (very large 
crude carriers) or as they grow even bigger 
as ULCC (Ultra large crude carriers). 

Their size presents many problems. One 
being that since 80 per cent of the ship is 
subm erged there are very few ports into 
w hich they can enter. Since they have drafts 
of over 60 feet , they cannot enter the Baltic 
o r North seas hardly at all. Special ports 
have to be bu ilt to receive them. Also they 
are so large that their crews are not always 
aware of what goes o n around them. They 
have been known to run d own smaller ships 
and sink them w ith all hands lost and not 
even know w hat has happ ened. 

Because of their size, they travel relatively 
slow. Eight knots p er hour w hereas the 5. 5. 
United States won its speed title at some 35 
knots per hour. likewise because o f their 
mechanical equipment, they load and un­
load quickly. For instance it takes over two 
and o ne-half months to make a round-trip 
voyage from Europe to the Persian Gulf and 
in all that time only twenty-four hours are 
spent loading and unloading. Because of 
the q uickness of taking on ca rgo, there is no 
time in port so the sailors never go ashore. 
The custom of most lines is to have sailors 
make two round trips or spend about six 
months at sea and then have two months off 
before they start the round again. You can 
readily see w hat this does to personalities. In 
order that you can know w hat these tankers 
are like and what life aboard consists of, Mr. 
Mostert took a voyage on the S.S. Ardshiel 
of the P and 0 line. 

Written as an impassioned plea alerting us 
to the dangers of this type of shipping, the 
book reads more like fiction than fact. It is a 
grim account of what these monsters are 
doing to the oceans and thus to mankind for 
though there are substitutes for oil and gas, 
there are no substitu tes for oceans. 

("Supership," Mostert, Knopf. This book 
may be secured through Cokesbury Book­
store, 2101 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, 
M ich. 4820-: .) 

18 

51% of Americans 
Believe Suicide 
"Morally Wrong" 

NEW YORK (RNS) - A recent Gallup Poll 
reveals that 51% of U.S. adults believe it is 
morally wrong to commit suicide even when 
the individual " is suffering great pain and has 
no hope of improvement." In the case of an 
incurable disease, 53% were opposed to 
suicide. If the circumstance was being a 
" heavy burden" to the family, 72% were op­
posed to suicide. 

However, the poll showed a -w ide differ­
ence in views among age groups, w ith the ma­
jority of adults 18-29 supporting suicide in 
cases of incurable diseases or when there was 
pain and no hope of improvement. Adults 
over age 50 were the most opposed to 
suicide. 

The Gallup Po ll was taken April 4-7 among 
1,535 adults in 300 localities. M any of the indi­
viduals who supported suicide said they 
viewed it as an act of courage and love. 

Opponents of suicide cited religious 
reasons. Christianity and judaism have histor­
ically opposed suicide on any grounds, basing 

Thought-l'd Mention It ... 

. I 

their reasons on both the Old and New Teo;­
taments. 

Suicide in the case of great pain and ~ 
hope of improvement was morally supportec' 
by 56% o f the under-30 adults, 42% of tho~ 
30-49, and 30% of the over-50 group. It \\ Z> 

opposed by 40% of the under-30, 49% oi the 
30-49 group, and 61% of those over 50. 

Suicide for individuals with an incu rab' .: 
disease was morally supported by 54% oft~ 
unde r-30, 40% of the 30-49, and 29% of tr~ 
over-SO. It was opposed by 40% of ti-e 
under-30, 52% of the 30-40, and 63% oi tre 
over-50. 

Suicide for individuals who felt they w ere .l 
" heavy burden" on their families was s~_;-p­
ported by 25% of the under-30, 21% of ti-e 
30-49, and 16% of the over-50. It was oppo~ 
by 69% of the under-30, 70% of the 30-49 ar.= 
74% of those over 50. 

WELCOME 
the members of the St. Johns Salem 
and Warren Wesley United Methodist 
churches, the newest congregations 
to join the Advocate's " Bundle Sub­
scription Plan." 

On Forgiving Ourselves 
By Ms. Marti Churchill 

Ionia, Michigan 

PEOPLE can create their own problems by thinking negatively. They can 
also create their own sins the same way. With a little work, people can take 

almost any harmless activity and turn it Into a "sin." 
This idea came to me after a sermon at the Ann Arbor First Church when Ken 

Colton, associate pastor, told us that Moslems are forbidden to drink alcoholic 
beverages because of their relig ion. Of those who break that rule and drink 
anyway, one in three becomes an alcoho lic. 

Mormons are also not allowed to drink, he said , and statistically one in every 
two who does drink, becomes an alco ho lic. They become alcoho lics at such a 
high rate because they feel guilty about drinking, a nd had to suffer for their 
" transgressions.'' It looks as though they become a lcoh o lics because they took 
a bit of the forbidden fruit- if they could drink innocently, they wouldn't have to 
suffer the effects in such great numbers. 

A woman told us at a church potluck in Io nia that she used to have a house 
guest from India, where eating meat is not allowed . He strugg led to follow 
American customs and eating habits, but try as he would, even the thought of 
eating meat made him sick. All he could do was swallow a little c hicken some­
times, but that was all. 

Consider Mark 7:16-24. "Can't you see that what you eat won't harm your 
soul? For food doesn 't come in contact with your h eart, but only passes through 
the digestive system." It's not what you eat o r do that counts, it's your attitude. 
Just about anyth ing, if done innocently, cou ld be harmless in its effects. 

In Romans, 7:7-8, it says: " I would n ever have known t he sin in my heart- the 
evil desires that are h idd en there- if the law had not said, " you must not have 
evil desi res in your heart. " "Only if there w ere no laws to break would there be 
no sinning." 

The college student smoking dope time after time is also "sinning" if he does 
it purposely to get one over on the law. ("Boy, what mom and dad would say 11 
they knew!" ) With all the prohibitions and stigma attached , smoking dope is just 
that much more appealing. 

Man makes his own laws, his own sins. By doing things because they aro 
forbidden, we become slaves to sin In a way that must surprise God. 

People are much harder on themselves than God ever intended to be. It's not 
God that says "Don't eat meat" or "Don 't drink before you're 18," o r even "Don t 
smoke marijuana.'' God is ready to fo rgive us for worse things than those. Vie 
are the o nes who can't seem to forgive ourselves! • 

M ICHIGAN CHRISTIAN ADVO ' 
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NEEDING PEWS? 

1 
Stnd for Complete Details 

OVERHOLTZER 
CHURCH FURNITURE, INC. 

MOO~s~o.8g~L:~~~5352 

RENEW YOUR FAITH 
with daily devotions from 

THE UPPE R ROOM, 
the world's most widely used 

dai ly d evotional guide. 

FREE copy on request. 

Address D ept. J -MA 

The Upper Room 
1908 Grand Ave. 

Nashville, Tenn. 37203 

JARVIS 
ACRES 

RETIREMENT 
COMMUNITY 

Why wait? Jarvis Acres is open NOW 
and offering the very fines t in 
Independent retirement living, plus 
sk1lled nursing care if needed. You 
have your choice of either a one o r 2v2 
room apartment and prepared meals 
(spec1al d iets as required). beautiful 
surroundings, many personal services 
plus- lifetime investment security! 

JARVIS ACRES OFFERS 
• Extended 

Payment 

• Life Estate 
Rebate Plan 

• Physical 
Therapy 

• Complete 
Freedom 

FOR INFORMATION ... 
Call 646-6258 or Visit Us At 

4000 N. Michigan Road- Dimonda le 
(M-99 at the Grand River) 

rut•E 5, 1975 

Sunday, June 15 

Jeremiah 26: 1-3; Luke 24:44-47; j ohn 
20:30-31; 1 j ohn 1:1-4 

D R. PAUL TOURNIER in his del ight­
ful book, A Doctor's Casebook in the 

Light of the Bible, tells about a young woman 
who in her childhood was a kind of Cin­
derella. She had to work not on ly at school 
but at home she had to slave away at so 
much of the housework . She developed 
psycho logical problems, her powers o f re­
s!stance were going down, and she was very 
s1ck. But her parents paid no attention , and 
said she was only trying to find excuses fo r 
her idleness. Finally an outraged neighbo r 
took her to see a doctor, who discovered 
that she was in an advanced stage of pulmo­
nary tuberculosis. 

She overheard the doctor at the san­
atorium talking very pessimistically about 
her condition. But that night as she was 
lying wide awake in bed suddenly she had 
an experience of God. The moon had just 
come out, and its light was streaming 
through the window opposite her. All at 
once she felt that she was possessed by an 
overwhelming certainty - God loved her. 
And along w ith that certainty came the con­
viction that she would get well. 

Early the next morning this young woman 
w ho had not been hungry for months was 
eating her breakfast with a hearty appetitite. 
The doctor w as astonished. But now she 
was a new different person, a new person 
with new life. She was utterly convinced 
that God loved her and she would make it. 
She did. 

The original Gospel of John probably 
came to a close at the end of chapter 20. 
Chapter 21 is an appendix. And in the last 
two verses of chapter 20, the author gives a 
very clear and forthright statement of his 
purpose in wri ting this Gospel. 

He w rites that Jesus d id many o ther signs 
in the presence o f his disciples. And they 
have no t been written down in this book. 
From this we know that the writer does not 
claim to give a full account of the life of 
jesus. The author does not have a movie 
camera and follow Jesus around day after 
day hoping to catch every detail of his life. 
Rather he very carefully selects w hat he be­
lieves are the most important events in the 
life o f Jesus and in his death and resurrec­
tion. 

Then the writer gives his fundamental 
purpose beh ind the w ri t ing. He has put 
down these words so that his readers may 
believe that Jesus is the Ch rist , the Son of 
God, and that believing they may have life 
through his name. So what is invo lved here 
is faith and life. 

He calls people to believe in Jesus. There 
is something powerfully attractive about the 
person of jesus. He has a w ay of magnetiz­
ing people w ho encounter h im. I f ind that 
when I talk about God in a general way, 
people do not get very excited. They may 
believe in H im or they may no t ... but it 
does not seem to matter often either way. 

But w hen you begin talking about jesus 
Christ , the things he did, the love he 
shared, the difference he m ade in the lives 
of people, a certain excitement and v itality 
comes through loud and clear. People are 
caught up in this person Jesus, and they see 
him as a unique and very specific human 
being that exerts a pull o n their l ives. They 
are tugged by the life and the death and the 
resurrection of jesus. 

Do you in any way witness to Jesus? How 
do you share Him and His love with oth ers? 
When you talk freely and openly and spon­
taneously about H im, p eople w ill begin t o 
perk up. The way to the hearts of p eople is 
through Jesus to God , not through God to 
jesus. W hen we believe in him or have faith 
in him, we are well on the way into a fresh 
and vital re lationship with His God and 
ours. 

And this faith in jesus leads out into new 
life. W hen we have faith in Him, as th e Gos­
pel w riter affirms, we have li fe in His nam e. 
Bonhoeffer, the great Christian martyr, te lls 
us that j esus does not call m en to a new 
religion. Rather he calls us to life. He does 
not call us to a system of be lie fs or drag us 
through a concoction of ri tuals. Rather he 
leads us into new life, fresh life, life that 
comes percolating through us day after day. 

Daniel Berrigan in a recent interview in 
Detroit said : " I'm very privileged in that I' m 
in a position to do exactly what I want, 
which is electrifying humanity." Whether or 
not Berrigan is pulling it off, su rely Jesus 
d id. He elect rified people with grace. They 
came alive i n His l i fe, they fel t loved 
through his love. Like the young woman in 
the hospital, w hen we experie nce at the 
very depths of our being the love of God , 
we step into new life and fresh vitality. Do 
you feel that life flowing through you? 
When? And how can we know and experi­
ence more o f it? 

According to the Bible, we discover li fe 
w hen we are in personal communion w ith 
God. And we find death w hen we are sepa­
rated from God. So the prodigal son was 
" dead" when he was away from his fat her , 
but al ive when he reestablished that p er-· 
sonal relationship. W hen you say, "Yes" to 
God, you are saying "Yes" to new life. 
When we have faith in Christ, we have l i fe in 
His name. When has this personal commun· 
ion with God been most real for you? 

l etton commentary bestd on ''tntematlonel Sunday Sd\ool l euon: the International Bible Le n on 
f or Chr istian Tt•thing!" l ib licel quotttions are from the Rev ised Standard Version. 8orh leuons 

and RSV lte copyrighted by the N1tionel Council of Ch urches of the U.S.A. 
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West Michigan Annual Conference Program 
Albion, Michigan, June 11-14, 1975 

Wednesday, June 11 
10:00 -A Memorial-Communion Service 

B ishop Dw ight E. Loder, presiding ; Dr. 
Charles B. Hahn , p reaching "Strangers 
and Pilgrims on Earth" 

12:00 -General Luncheon, Baldwin Hall 
Retired Ministers and Spouses Lun­
cheon , Lower Baldwin, Dr. John W . 
Tennant, President ; Campus Ministry 
Luncheon, Briton Room , Reverend Ken­
neth H . Kl ine, Convenor 

1:30 -Open ing Session 
Hymn and Prayer by Reverend Viola P. 
Norman; The Organization of the West 
Michigan Annual Conference, B ishop 
Loder, pres id ing; The Committee on 
Rules of Order, Mr. C. David Lundquist, 
Chairperson ; The Elec tion of the Confer­
ence Faci litato r; The Com mittee on 
Reference; Explanat ion o f Legis lative 
Committee Procedure , Reverend Lynn 
A . DeM oss 

2 :45 -Legislative Committee Meetings 
Min isters' spouses Social Time, Fellow­
sh ip Lounge 

4:30 -Division by Orders 
Exec ut ive Session of Ministerial Mem­
bers of the West Michigan Annual 
Conference, active and ret ired, In Good­
rich Chapel. B ishop Loder, presiding; 
The John Wes ley Association meeting 
o f Lay Pastors, in Wes ley Chapel. 

Reverend Haro ld R. Simon, President; 
Orien tat ion Session for Elected Lay 
Members of the West Mich igan Annual 
Conference, Alternate Lay Mem bers and 
vis itors, in Lou is w. Norris A uditorium. 

Mr. John Babcock, Conference Lay 
Leader, p residing. 

6 :00 -General Dinner, Baldwin Hall 
Garrett-Evangel ical Theological Sem i­
nary Dinner, Lower Ba ldwin, Mr. Ken­
neth I. Clawson, Convenor. 

7 :30 -Conference Session 
Hymn and Prayer by Dr. Wayne Fleenor; 
The First Ballot ; The Board of Pensions, 

Mr. C lyde Downer, Chairperson; The 
Report of the Distr ict Superintendents, 

Reverend George 0. Hartman, 
Chairperson . 

9:30 -Adjournment 
A Presentation by the Commission on 
Arch ives and History. 

Thursday, June 12 
7:00 -Morning Prayer, Wesley Chape l 

Liturgis t:Reverend Charles R. Van Lente 
8:00 -Genera l Breakfast , Baldwin Hall 
8:30 - Conference Session 

Hy mn and Prayer by Reverend Charles L. 

Manker; The Council on Min istr ies 
(Prel iminary Report), Mr. Donald 
Strong, Chairperson; The Conference 
Statistician, Reverend George W. Chaf­
fee; The Conference Treasurer, Mr. 
Bernard R. Shashaguay; The Comm is­
sion on Arch ives and History, Reverend 
Leonard F. Putnam , Chairperson; The 
John Wesley Associat ion, Reverend 
Harold R. Simon President; The Com­
missionon Relig ion and Race, Mr. 
Will iam Murray, Chairperson. 

10:30 -Recess-Coffee on the Plaza 
11 :00 -A Service of Worship 

Reverend Ray W. Burgess, presid ing. 
Dr. Merlyn W . Northfelt , preaching 
"Shout for Joy - The Fu ture Is Now" 

12:00 - General Luncheon , Baldwin Hall 
Good News Fel lowship Luncheon, Low­
er Baldw in, Reverend Clarence W . 
Hutchens , Convenor; Women Pasto rs' 
and Spouses Luncheon, Mary Sykes 
Room , Reverend Marjorie S. Matthews, 
Convenor; Chaplains' Luncheon, Briton 
Room , Reverend Harold A. Kirchenbau­
er , Convenor. 

1:30 -Conference Session 
Hymn and Prayer by Ms. Plyna Strong; 
The Board of Discipleship, Ms . Mildred 
Page, Chairperson; The Comm iss ion on 
the Ro le and Status o f Women, Rever­
end Molly C. Turner, Chairperson; The 
Michigan Christian Advocate, Mr. Rex 
Shugart , Vice President. 

3:00 - Recess-Coffee on the Plaza 
3:30 - Conference Session 

The Board o f Global Ministries, Rever­
end Ronald M . Fassett , Chairperson ; 
The Comm ittee on Minimum Salary, Dr. 
Robert H. Jongeward , Chairperson ; The 
Mich igan Area Pastors' Schoo l , Dr. 
Kenneth R. Callis, Dean. 

6:00 -General Dinner, Baldwin Hall 
The Christ ian Educato rs' Fellowship 
Dinner, Briton Room , Ms. Dorot hy 
Copeland, Pres ident; The John Wesley 
Association Dinner, Lo wer Baldwin, 

Reverend Harold R. Simon, President. 
7:30 - " Celebrate Life !" A Pulpit Musi­

cal / Drama 
The Youth Choi r of Grand RaRids Tr inity 

8:30 -Conference Session 
The Corporate Sess ion of the West 
Michigan Annual Conference, Dr. Robert 
Jongeward, President. 

9:00 - Adjournment 

Friday, June 13 
7:00 -Morning Prayer, Wesley Chapel 

Liturgist : Reverend James W . Schoett le 
8:00 -General Breakfast, Baldwin Hall 

8:30 - Conference Session 
Hymn and Prayer by Reverend Robert L. 
Hinkl in, J r.; The Board of Church ana 
Society , Reverend Theron E. Bailey, 
Chairperson. 

10:30 - Recess-Coffee on the Plaza 
11:00- A Service of Worship 

Dr. Geoffrey L . Hayes, presiding; Dr 
Merlyn Northfelt , preaching, " The 
Church's Ro le in Future Building" 

12:00 -General Luncheon, Baldwin Hall 
Adr ian A lumni Luncheon, Mary Sykes 
Room ; Alb ion Alumn i Luncheon, Briton 
Room ; Conference M inisters' Spouses 
Luncheon , Tennant Hall, Ms. Jean 
Hutchens President. 

1 :30 -Conference Session 
Hymn and Prayer by Reverend Harold R. 
Kinney; The Commi ttee on Goals ana 
Prior i t ies, Reverend Keith 1. Pohl, Chair­
perso n; The Un ited Methodist Founda. 
lion o f Michigan, Reverend Lynn 0&. 
Moss , President; The Committee on 
Nominations; The Comm ittee on Peh­
t ions to General Conference. 

3 :00 -Recess -Coffee on the Plaza 
3:30 -Conference Session 

The Uni ted Met hod ist Women, Ms 
Wanda Crosby, President; The Board~~ 
Higher Education and Ministry, Re\er. 
end A lden B. Burns, Chairperson; The 
Recogni tion o f Ret iring Ministers ana 
Spou ses; The Recept ion of New Mern. 
bers into the Conference, BishoP LOder, 
pres iding . 

6:00 - General Dinner, Baldwin Hall 
D inner Honoring Retiring Ministers aoa 

spouses, Br iton Room 
8:00 -The Ordination Service 

Bishop Loder, p reaching 
9:30 - Adjournment 

Saturday, June 14 
7:00 -Morning Prayer, Wesley Chapel 

Liturgist : Reverend Lynn E. Chapel 
8 :00 - General Breakfast, Baldwin Hall 
8 :30 -Conference Sess ion 

Hymn and Prayer by Ms. Marce Or~ ' 
The Council on M inistries (Final Ropon 

Dr. Keith Avery; The Council c. 
F inance and Adm inistrat ion (Finol R 
port), Mr. Donald Strong; The Cornm. 
tee on Resolutions, Reverend Weno 
R. Stine, Chairperson. 

10:30 - Rec ess - Co ffee on the Piau 
11:00 - A Service of Worship 

M r. Andrew Jackson, presiding; I' 
Merl yn Nor thfelt , p reaching, " A Sha, 
o f M inist ry For The Future" 

12:00 - Genera l Luncheon , Baldwin H111 
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