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History Note: 

 In the early years of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Michigan there was only a single 

conference – the Michigan Conference.  In 1856 the churches in the eastern part of the lower 

peninsula and the entire upper peninsula became the Detroit Conference.  Although subsequent 

mergers created first the Methodist Church (1939) and then the United Methodist Church (1968), 

the Detroit Conference still covers roughly the same areas of the state. 
 

Scope Note: 

 This is a fragmentary collection of materials documenting only parts of the conference 

history.  It contains minutes, reports, directories, newsletters, and other documents concerning the 

history of the Conference; various boards and commissions; and such organizations as the 

Brotherhood of Retired Ministers, Detroit Conference UMC Secretaries, Detroit Methodist Ministers 

Association (and the Minister’s Wives Association), Judson Collins Centennial Commission, 

Methodist Union of Greater Detroit, and Huron County Methodist Ministers Association. 

 

Extent: 

 4.4 linear feet (ca. 8,800 pages) 

 

Access Restrictions: 

 The collection is open to research. 
 

Restrictions on Use: 

 Photocopying is handled by the staff and may be limited in certain instances.  Before using 

any material for publication from this collection a formal request for permission to publish is 

expected and required. 

 

 

Finding aid created by William H. McNitt, November 2012 (revised November 2014; February 2017)  
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• Detroit Conference Minutes/Journals 

o 1856-present (complete) 

• Michigan/West Michigan Conference Minutes/Journals 

o 1836-present (almost complete) 

• Central German Annual Conference Journals 

o 1901 

o 1912-1914 

o 1917-1933 

• Lexington Conference (African American) Journals 

o 1873-1964 (microfilm) 

• Central West Conference (African American) Journals 

o 1930-1966 (microfilm) 

• Northern Swedish Mission Annual Conference Journals 

o 1899-1927 (microfilm) 

• Norwegian-Danish Annual Conference Journals 

o 1885-1943 (microfilm) 

• National General Conference Journals 

o 1796-1972 (some gaps) 

• Annual/Quadrennial Conference Reports 

o 1773-1972 (some gaps) 

• Book of Discipline 

o 1798-present (some gaps) 
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Box 1 Detroit Conference United Methodist Church 

• Adrian College – United Methodist Pastor’s Day, 1984 

• Annual Conference, 1899 – Steamship Trip 

• Annual Conference Programs 

o 1949 and 1971 

o 2002 and 2007 

o 2008 

o 2009-2010 

• Area Family Life Conference, 1968 

• Associate Minister Role (Douglas Mercer), 1976 

• Bay City District Bible Conference, 1905 

• Blue Water District Free Store, 2011 

• Board of Diaconal Ministry Minutes, 1994-1996 

• Board of Education Reports, 1943 and 1946 

• Board of Evangelism Minutes 

o 1956-1968 

o 1969-1974 

• Board of Hospitals and Homes Annual Report, 1951 

• Board of Missions Executive Committee Minutes 

o 1957-1964 

o 1965-1969 

• Board of Ordained Ministries – New Beginnings (Moves of Pastors), 2007 

(Compact Disc) 

• Board of World Peace, 1954-1955 

 

Box 2 Detroit Conference United Methodist Church 

• Boulevard Temple Retirement Home, 1962-1991 (2 folders) 

• Bronson Methodist Hospital, 1928-1989 

• Brotherhood of Retired Preachers Minutes, 1923-1934 

• Chelsea Retirement Home 

o Undated 

o 1907-1959 

o 1960-1969 

o 1970-1979 

 

Box 3 Detroit Conference United Methodist Church 

• Chelsea Retirement Home – Histories by James Jacklin, Matthew Betz, and Ralph 

Harper (2 folders) 

• China Mission Trip by Bishop F. T. Keeney, 1921 

• Clark Home, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 1947-1987 

• Clergy Pictorial Directories 

o 1976-1981 

o 1985-1995 

o 2000 
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• Consecration of Bishops, 1948 

• Commission on Religion and Race, 1971-1972 (2 folders) 

• Commission on Town and Country Work, 1968-1975 

• Conference and Area Headquarters Building, 1987-1989 

 

Box 4 Detroit Conference United Methodist Church 

• Conference Headquarters Building, 1957 

• Conference Resource Book, 2004 

• Detroit City Parish Program – Ten Year Preview, 1923 

• Detroit Conference United Methodist Church Secretaries 

o Chapter History, 1979-2011 (includes by-laws, 2011) 

o Clippings, 1990-1991 

o Newsletters, 1979-1985 

o Secretary’s Prayer 

o Training Manual for Church Dashboard, 2010 

• Detroit District History File 

• Detroit District Methodist Ministers’ Wives Association 

o History (2 folders) 

o Minutes, 1945-1953 

• Detroit Methodist Ministers Association Minutes 

o 1922-1924 

o 1925-1927 

 

Box 5 Detroit Conference United Methodist Church 

• Detroit Union of Epworth Leagues Newsletter, November 1904 

• Douglas, Jennie – Adoption, 1877 

• Endowment Fund Commission 

• Epworth League, 1903-1924 

• Fellowship of Adults in Youth Ministry Report, 1999-2000 

• Fellowship of United Methodists in Worship, Music, and Other Arts, 1962-1991 

• General Statistics of the Conference, 1856-1862 

• Goodwill, 1945 

• Hicks-Thurber Family Notes, 1982 

 

Box 6 Detroit Conference United Methodist Church 

• History File 

• History File – Conference History for Bishop 

• Human Resources Management Committee Meeting, 2006 (3 folders) 

• Imagine No Malaria Campaign, 2013 

• Jubilee Spotlight, 2002 

• Judson Collins Centennial Commission 

o Articles 

o Correspondence 

▪ 1945-1946 
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▪ January-February 1947 

▪ March-October 1947 

o Matthew Vance Dramatization 

o Minutes, 1946-1947 

o Miscellaneous 

• Ladies Aid Societies – Ronald Brunger History, 1959 

• Lexington Conference, 1949-1964 

• Local Church Data, 2004 (Compact Disc) 

 

Box 7 Detroit Conference United Methodist Church 

• Methodist Children’s Home Society, 1961-2002 

• Methodist Episcopal Clergy by Class, 1921 

• Methodist Foundation of Michigan, 1926-1964 (2 folders) 

• Methodist Union, 1938 

• Methodist Union of Greater Detroit 

o Annual Meetings, 1948-1959 

o Clippings, 1948-2001 

o Correspondence, 1935-1965 

o Detroit Methodist (newsletter) 

▪ 1946-1959 

▪ 1960-1972 

o Miscellaneous 

o Summary of Observations by Corinne Sells, 1963 

• Methodist Youth Fellowship, 1924-1949 

• Michigan Area Leadership School, 1968 

 

Box 8 Detroit Conference United Methodist Church 

• Michigan Area Manual, 1956-1960 

• Michigan Area Merger Proposal, 1995 

• Michigan Area Pastor’s School, 1963-1991 

• Michigan Area Study Committee, 1962 

• Michigan Bishops 

• Michigan Temperance Foundation, 1953-1963 

• Michigan Temperance Foundation – Alcohol Education Digest, 1957-1959 (2 

folders) 

• Missionary Society Annual Reports 

o 1825-1836 

o 1837-1841 

o 1842-1847 

o 1848-1852 

o 1854-1858 
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Box 9 Detroit Conference United Methodist Church 

• Missionary Society Annual Reports 

o 1859-1864 

o 1865-1870 

• Missions – Miscellaneous, 1983-1991 

• Ordained and Diaconal Ministers in the Detroit and West Michigan Conferences, 1995 

• Organizational Structure and Functioning Study, 1966 

• Pageant – Toward the New Country by Frances Huntington Martin, 1951 

• Quarterly Meeting Admission Tickets  

• Retired Ministers Association, 1977-1978 

• Retiring Clergy, 2003-2012 

• Selected Data on United Methodist Churches of the Ohio-Michigan Border Area, 1973 

• Spotlight Church, 2012-2013 

 

Box 10 Detroit Conference United Methodist Church 

• Spotlight Handbook, 1992 (Mission Special Giving) 

• Sunday School Papers, 1881-1956 

• Swords into Plowshares Peace Center, 1986-2002 

• Temperance/Prohibition, 1975-1990 

• Uniting with the EUB, 1968 (2 folders) 

• United Methodist Men, 1960-1990 

• United Methodist Retirement Homes – Annual Report, 1988 

• Volunteers in Mission, 1985 

• Volunteers in Mission – Clippings, 1983-1991 

• Volunteers in Mission Project – Holquin, Cuba, 1998 

 

Box 11 Detroit Conference United Methodist Church 

• Wendland Communications – “Pass it On” Campaign, 1992 (videotape) 

• Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society 

• Woman’s Home Missionary Society 

• Women, 1963-1996 

• Youth Ministries Office, 1980-1981 

 

Box 12 Detroit Conference United Methodist Church 

• Photographs 

o Ann Arbor District Ministers’ Wives Pageant, 1966 

o Chaplains, 1946 

o Cornishmen at Annual Conference, 1923 

o Detroit District Ministers’ Wives, 1946 and 1956 

o Institute Faculty, Albion College, 1929 

o Michigamme Pastors' School, 1947-1954 

o Michigan Ministers, 1868 

o National Youth Conference, 1924 

o Preachers Summer School of Theology, Albion College, 1921 
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o Unidentified 

o YMCA Conference, 1916  

 

Box 13 Detroit Conference United Methodist Church 

• Rolled Photographs 

o Annual Conference 

▪ 1910 

▪ 1920 

▪ 1921 (2 copies) 

▪ 1934 

o Founder Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 1872 

o Methodist Men’s Council Meeting – Detroit Area, Lansing, 1927 

o National Conference of Methodist Students, Louisville, 1924 

o Uniting Conference, 1939 

 

Oversize 1 Detroit Conference United Methodist Church 

• American Methodism, 1872 

• Annual Conference 

o 1910 (2 copies) 

o 1916 

o 1920 

o 1921 (2 copies) 

• Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church 

o Undated 

o 1913 

• Centenary Chart of American Methodism, 1884 

• Central German Conference 

o Meeting, Louisville, KY, 1916 

o Ministers 

▪ 1885 

▪ 1908 

• Detroit Deaconess Home, 1893 

• Founder Bishops of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 1872 (3 copies) 

• Old People’s Home, Chelsea, MI 


